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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
BELMONT, NC 

COLUMBARIUM AND MEMORIAL GARDEN 
GUIDELINES 

The Columbarium is a place at First Presbyterian Church for the entombment or 
scattering or cremated remains and the memorializing of others interred or entombed at different 
locations.  The Columbarium shall be hallowed ground, sacred to the memory of those who have 
gone before us. 

Section 1 Definitions 

1.1 The term, “Columbarium,” shall mean the Columbarium and Memorial Garden located at 
the First Presbyterian Church in Belmont, North Carolina. 

1.2 The term “Columbarium Agreement,” shall mean agreement between First Presbyterian 
Church and any person who wants to use the Columbarium for entombment.  This 
agreement is inclusive of Niche(s), Memorial Garden, and Memorial Plaque(s). 

1.3 The term, “Licensee,” shall mean the person who executes the Columbarium Agreement 
and any permitted assignee if the assignee has given written notice of the transfer to First 
Presbyterian Church. 

1.4 The term, “Immediate Family,” shall mean the spouse, parents, children, step-children, 
spouses of children and step-children, grandchildren and step-grandchildren of any 
Licensee whether or not any such person is a member of First Presbyterian Church and 
other such individuals who may be approved by the Columbarium Committee upon 
written request. 

1.5 The term, “Session,” shall mean the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Belmont, 
North Carolina, and action by the Session may be taken by the Session or by a committee 
duly appointed by the Session and authorized to take such action. 

1.6 The term, “First Presbyterian,” shall be the First Presbyterian Church located in Belmont, 
North Carolina. 

1.7 The term, “Niche,” shall mean a designated space in the Columbarium.  The dimensions 
of the niche shall be a nominal 12” x 12” x 12”. 

1.8 The term, “Memorial Plaque,” shall mean a designated area for recognition of 
individuals, as determined by this document.  The Memorial Plaque is to be used to 
display “Individual Name Plates” in remembrance of scattered ashes or  in 
memory of those buried/scattered elsewhere.  “Individual Name Plates” shall be 
purchased through the Church.  
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1.9 The term, “Memorial Garden,” shall mean a place where a symbolic amount of ashes are 
scattered in the designated location. 

1.10 The term, “Church,” shall mean the First Presbyterian Church located in Belmont, North 
Carolina. 

1.11 The term, “Committee,” shall mean the Columbarium Committee composed of church 
members. 

1.12 The term, “Name Plate,” shall be an engraved plate on the front of the Niche. 

1.13 The term, “Staff,” shall mean employees of First Presbyterian Church and First 
Presbyterian Weekday School plus their spouse and children including step-children. 

Section 2 Use of the Columbarium 

2.1 Only members of First Presbyterian, their immediate families (as defined in article 1.4), 
Staff (as defined in article 1.13), ordained ministers who are serving or have served First 
Presbyterian and their immediate families may be entombed or scattered in the 
Columbarium.  Only sealed containers holding cremated human remains may be placed 
in the Niches.  Only one or two person’s remains may be entombed in one Niche.  The 
cost of the containers is not included in the price. 

2.2 If a Licensee transfers his or her membership from First Presbyterian, the Licensee shall 
continue to have the right to use the Columbarium for entombment until he or she shall, 
by written notice, terminate the Columbarium Agreement or until ten years following the 
date of such transfer of membership, at which time the right to entombment in the 
Columbarium shall terminate automatically.  Upon such termination, whether by transfer 
or the expiration of the ten year period, upon written request the reserved price shall be 
refunded to the Licensee.  If not withstanding a transfer of membership, a Licensee 
desires to be entombed in the Columbarium that right shall be perpetuated by written 
notice given by the Licensee to First Presbyterian prior to the end of every ten year 
period.  First Presbyterian will attempt to contact the Licensee before terminating his or 
her agreement. 

2.3 The Columbarium Agreement shall be evidence of the Licensee’s right to the use of a 
Niche (or Niches) in the Columbarium for entombment. 

2.4 The opening of any Niche is prohibited by anyone other than authorized church personnel 
except as provided by court order. 

2.5 A Niche shall be deemed abandoned if twelve months after the death of the person 
reserving the Niche (or the last death of two persons have jointly reserved) no ashes have 
been entombed therein.  Abandoned Niches will revert to First Presbyterian and may be 
resold. 
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Section 3 Columbarium Agreement 

3.1 The Columbarium Agreement sets forth the Agreement between First Presbyterian and 
any Licensee with respect to any use of Columbarium facilities. 

3.2 Any person who desires to use a Niche(s) in the Columbarium for entombment shall pay 
the reserved price in full and sign the Columbarium Agreement.  When the Session 
accepts the Columbarium Agreement, a Niche(s) shall be assigned to the Licensee.  The 
Columbarium Agreement shall be signed by a duly authorized agent of the Session and a 
copy shall be delivered to the Licensee. 

3.3 A Licensee may transfer the rights evidenced by the Columbarium Agreement to 
members of his or her immediate family but to no other person.  A Licensee may also sell 
the rights evidenced by the Columbarium Agreement to another member of the church or 
his or her immediate family but to no other person.  In the event of any unauthorized 
transfer, the rights evidenced by the Columbarium Agreement shall become null and void 
and the Niche(s) shall revert to First Presbyterian.  The reserved price shall be forfeited as 
liquidated damages. 

3.4 A Licensee may at any time notify First Presbyterian that he or she no longer wants to be 
entombed in the Columbarium and that he or she wants to terminate the Columbarium 
Agreement.  If such termination is approved by the Session, upon written request, the 
reserved price paid hereunder shall be refunded to such Licensee. 

3.5 Reserving a Niche conveys the right to use the space inside the niche, but no ownership 
in the Columbarium or any interest in the real estate of First Presbyterian is conveyed. 

3.6 The church will arrange for the engraving of niche covers and the lettering of 
individual name plates to be in a uniform style.  The cost of engraving is not 
included in the fee and is to be paid to the church.  Each Niche shall be covered with a 
stone plate, uniform in size and material, which shall be engraved with the name and 
dates of the birth and death of the deceased.  No titles or nicknames will be used. Niches 
receiving the remains of two people will be inscribed with such information for both 
persons.  No other inscriptions will be permitted. 

3.7 The Licensee, the Licensee’s immediate family, and legal representative of Licensee 
understand and agree that First Presbyterian is not responsible for any damage caused to 
the Columbarium or its contents by vandalism, weather, or acts of God which are not 
reasonably preventable.  First Presbyterian shall be responsible, at its expense, for the 
general maintenance, including landscaping, of the Columbarium. 

Section 4 Funds 

4.1 All funds received from any use of the Columbarium shall be deposited in a separate 
account established for that purpose.  Any withdrawals from such account for 
maintenance and repair, contributions to the church, or for any other reason shall be made 
only upon approval of the Session. 
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Section 5 Administration 

5.1 The Columbarium shall be administered by a committee chosen by the Session for the 
purpose of administering, managing and being generally in charge of the operation of the 
Columbarium.  The Columbarium Committee shall be composed of five church members 
appointed for staggered five year terms. 

5.2 The committee, along with the church Office Administrator, shall make and submit such 
reports as the Session may direct. 

5.3 Numbered Niche(s) and Name Plates located on the Memorial Plaque(s) shall be assigned 
to a Licensee on a first come – first served basis and, once assigned, as evidenced by the 
Columbarium  Agreement, will not be changed so long as the Columbarium Agreement 
has not been terminated. 

5.4 The Committee shall maintain a master plan of all Niches to be identified by a number, 
with the name of Licensee, date reserved, date of entombment, name(s) of deceased, birth 
date, and date of death.  An index of reserved Niche(s) shall be maintained in the church 
office. 

5.5 Should the church property be sold, the church relocated or dissolved, the Columbarium 
shall be relocated as directed by the Session and in accordance with North Carolina law. 

Section 6 Miscellaneous 

6.1 The Licensee, the Licensee’s immediate family, and legal representative of Licensee shall 
be subject to these Guidelines and any amendments or revisions thereto. 

6.2 These Guidelines may be revised from time to time by First Presbyterian, in its 
discretion, by and through action taken by the appropriate governing body of First 
Presbyterian. 

6.3 It is the intention of First Presbyterian that the Columbarium be landscaped and 
maintained in a uniform and consistent manner for the use and benefit of First 
Presbyterian and the family and friends of those persons entombed or memorialized 
there.  It is therefore the policy of First Presbyterian that no flowers, wreaths or other 
tokens of remembrance should be placed or left in the Columbarium with the exception 
of the American flag (no larger than 8” by 10”). 

6.4 Any matter arising in connection with the use, operation and maintenance of the 
Columbarium not covered in these Guidelines or in the Columbarium Agreement shall be 
determined by First Presbyterian in its discretion acting through the appropriate 
administrative body of First Presbyterian with reasonable notice given to Licensees, their 
immediate families or other interested parties. 
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6.5 Any notices given hereunder or under the Columbarium Agreement shall be to the most 
recent address supplied to First Presbyterian by the Licensee or Licensee’s immediate 
family.  Any notices to be given to First Presbyterian shall be sent to the church office 
and marked to the attention of the Office Administrator. 

6.6 The Columbarium will be managed by the Columbarium Committee and First 
Presbyterian to the best of their ability and neither the Committee nor First Presbyterian 
will be responsible for any damage or injury to the Columbarium or its contents except in 
the case of gross negligence or willful misconduct. 

6.7 Exceptions to these guidelines may be made upon the recommendation of the 
Columbarium Committee to the appropriate administrative body of First Presbyterian 
Church. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
BELMONT, NC 

COLUMBARIUM AGREEMENT 

THIS AGREEMENT made this _____ day of ________________________, 20_____ by 

and between FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF BELMONT, NORTH CAROLINA 

(hereinafter referred to as “First Presbyterian” and _____________________________________ 
(Licensee’s Name) 

of ____________________, __________ (hereinafter referred to as the “Licensee”). 
                            (City)                                  (State) 

WITNESSETH: 
Niche:  Initial either a or b as applicable 

1. First Presbyterian agrees to provide to Licensee the right to the perpetual use of the burial 
Niche in First Presbyterian’s Columbarium, said Niche to be number (s)____, [INITIALS: ____]
and to provide perpetual care for said Niche.  The right to the use of the Niche shall also include 
the right to have a name plate placed on the Niche in accordance with the Guidelines as 
referenced below and attached hereto.  The Niche is to be used for the entombment of the 
Licensee or a member of the Licensee’s immediate family as described in the Guidelines.  First 
Presbyterian and Licensee each acknowledge that the Niche may be used for the entombment of 
either one (1) or two (2) persons. 

__________a) LUMP SUM PAYMENT - $2,000:  Payment in the amount of Two Thousand 
and No/100 Dollars ($2,000) made by Licensee to First Presbyterian Church, Belmont, North 
Carolina. 

OR 

__________b) PARTIAL PAYMENTS - $2,300:  IN CONSIDERATION of a deposit made to 
First Presbyterian Church in the amount of Five Hundred and No/100 Dollars ($500.00) as of the 
date hereof (the “Deposit”) and such other and further consideration as set forth below, the 
sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, and such other mutual promises and agreements 
set forth herein, the parties covenant and agree as follows: 

That the Licensee agrees to pay a Remaining Balance of One Thousand Eight Hundred 
and No/100 Dollars ($1,800; hereinafter “Remaining Balance”). At Licensee’s option, said 
Remaining Balance may be paid in three (3) equal annual installments of Six Hundred and 
No/100 Dollars ($600) each due on or before March 1st of each year following the date of this 
Agreement.  All outstanding balances must be paid before Licensee may use the Columbarium.  
All funds are payable to First Presbyterian Church, Belmont, North Carolina. 

In the event that Licensee fails to pay any annual installment when due or fails to pay the 
Remaining Balance on or before March 1st of the third year following the date of this Agreement, 
then Licensee shall have forfeited his, her or their Deposit plus Annual Payments to First 
Presbyterian Church and shall have no further rights pursuant to the terms of this Agreement. 
Scattering Garden:  Initial c and/or d as applicable: 
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2. First Presbyterian agrees to provide to Licensee the right to the perpetual use of First 
Presbyterian’s Columbarium and to provide perpetual care for said Scattering Garden, Memorial 
Plaque, and Name Plates. 

__________c) SCATTERING GARDEN - $250:  First Presbyterian agrees to provide to 
Licensee the right to a Scattering Ceremony in the designated location in First Presbyterian’s 
Columbarium and to provide perpetual care of the Columbarium along with the opportunity to 
purchase a Name Plate to be placed on the Memorial Plaque 

AND/OR 

__________d) MEMORIAL PLAQUE NAME PLATE - $250:  First Presbyterian agrees to 
provide to Licensee the right to have a Name Plate on the Memorial Plaque located in First 
Presbyterian’s Columbarium.  

Name Plate #: ___________  Initials: ____________ 

Name Plate #: ___________  Initials: ____________ 

3. The Licensee hereby grants to First Presbyterian the right in perpetuity to relocate the 
ashes covered by this Agreement to another location if, in the sole discretion of the Session of 
First Presbyterian Church, Belmont, North Carolina, such relocation is necessary and feasible. 

4. The rights of the parties to this Agreement are subject to the Guidelines governing the 
Columbarium as the same may hereafter be amended from time to time.  A current copy of said 
Guidelines is hereto and incorporated herein by reference. 

Signature below indicates receipt of these Guidelines. __________ 
(Initials) 

5. It is understood that this Agreement does not constitute a sale of property rights but 
provides for the use of a space for entombment as stated herein and in accordance with the 
Guidelines in existence at the time of said entombment. 

6. Licensee understands and agrees that this Agreement is binding upon Licensee, his or her 
immediate family members, heirs and legal representatives. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement has been executed in duplicate originals on 
the date written above. 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
OF BELMONT, NORTH CAROLINA LICENSEE 

By: ______________________________ (SEAL) _____________________________ (SEAL) 
                   Signature:  (Financial Administrator)             Signature: (Licensee) 

By: ______________________________ (SEAL) _____________________________ (SEAL) 
Signature: (Clerk of Session)                                                                                             Printed Name: (Licensee) 
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INITIALS: ________ 
Assigned by First Presbyterian: Niche No. ________ 

Name Plate No. ________ 
________

First Presbyterian Church of Belmont, NC Columbarium 
ENGRAVING A NICHE COVER 

OR 
LETTERING AN INDIVIDUAL NAME PLATE 

Date: ___________________________ 
(Please Print) 
LICENSEE INFORMATION 

Full Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 
First Middle  Last 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
                                       Street or P.O. Box                            City State Zip Code     

Phone: ____________________________ (home) ______________________________ (work) 

ENGRAVING/LETTERING INFORMATION (Niche Covers or Name Plates) 
FIRST (MALE):  

Full Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 
First Middle  Last 

Date of Birth:   Month __________  Day __________ Year _________ 
Date of Death:   Month __________  Day __________ Year _________ 

SECOND (FEMALE): 

Full Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 
First Middle  Last 

Date of Birth:   Month __________  Day __________ Year _________ 
Date of Death:   Month __________  Day __________ Year _________ 

The undersigned applicant acknowledges receipt of a copy of the Columbarium Guidelines established by First 
Presbyterian, and agrees that acceptance of this application shall be subject to those Columbarium Guidelines and 
any subsequent amendments thereto. 

Reservation of a Niche conveys to the Licensee the right to use the space inside the Niche but no ownership interest 
in the Columbarium or any interest in real estate of First Presbyterian Church of Belmont is conveyed.  The legal 
title to all Niches shall at all times remain vested in First Presbyterian Church of Belmont. 

____________________________________ 
Signature of LICENSEE 

PAYMENT RECEIVED: 

1st NICHE ENGRAVING:  $ _______ by check no. _____ on ___/___/___ from ____________ 

ACCEPTED BY (Financial Administrator):  ____________________________ on ___/___/___  

2nd NICHE ENGRAVING: $ _______ by check no. _____ on ___/___/___ from ____________ 

ACCEPTED BY (Financial Administrator):  ____________________________ on ___/___/___  


