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entry and exit to a mobile home housing a 
family of 6 people with 3 children below 
the age of 11.   
Approximately 10 construction “coaches” 
roamed the trailer park offering guidance 
and tips to complete the assigned projects.  
On average my crew was the norm: 1 adult 
and 5 youth who knew absolutely nothing 
about completing the project assigned to 
us!  Yet by the grace of God we finished 
the project and, I must say, with a pretty 
good result. 
The week of July 14-20 is one I will never 
f o rg e t n o t o n l y b e c a u s e o f t h e 
extraordinary 5 youth I met and grew to 
love as “Crew 11,” but also because I saw 
21 kids and 4 other adults from our church 
whose faith and courtesy and cooperation 
was a humbling witness to the love of God 
all week.  I could not believe I was their 
pastor!  Every member of our church 
would be proud of what our young people 
did and learned and shared in Prince 
George VA! 
“I’m too old for this!”  But I plan to keep 
doing it, including next summer’s 2020 
international mission trip to Costa Rica!  
In fact, I look forward to sharing a whole 
lot more with them in the months leading 
up to that trip during the upcoming 
2019-20 school year.  I hope “I never grow 
too old” for that! 
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“I’m Too Old For This!” Upcoming 
Events 

• August 8, 6:30 
College student 
farewell dinner- 
Warner’s house 

• August 10, 7:00- 
11:00 am: Annual 
Church Yard Sale 

• August 10, 8:00 
Carillon Concert, 
“Name Dropping” 
before Movies in 
the Park. “Name 
Dropping”  

• August 25: Rally 
Day, Back Pack 
Blessing, Week 
Day School Open 
House 

• September 1, 
9:30 Adult Sunday 
School classes 
begin 

• September 2: 
Labor Day. 
Church office & 
WDS closed 

• September 4- 
4:30- Kids Central, 
5:30 Family Night 
Supper  

Standing in a trailer park Monday morning 
(July 15) of 35 “tired” and “worn out” 
individual units across the street from a state-
of-the-art middle school in Prince George VA, 
my very first thought at age 60 was:  “I’m too 
old for this!” 
Our High School Youth of 21 students and 4 
advisors had arrived the day before with my 
joining them Sunday evening around 7 with 
the cargo van of construction supplies and 
coolers for water and lunchtime food.  Our 
group joined another 200 youth from 
Wisconsin , NC, Maryland, Virgin ia , 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, New Jersey and several 
other states.  Each day 35 “crews” worked 
from 8:30 to 3 on job sites, most of them 
located at the trailer park across the street 
from the middle school which provided our 
lodging, breakfast and dinner cafeteria, with 
the gymnasium serving as our worship center 
each evening. 
A “crew” consists of 1 adult and at least 5 
youth (all from different churches and states) 
so no one on a “crew” knows anyone else 
prior to the mission trip.  In general, each 
“crew” had one project for the week focusing 
all their effort to accomplish a task such as (1) 
painting or “skirting” a mobile home, (2) 
roofing, or (3) building stairs and decks and 
handicapped ramps for exterior entry and exit.  
In my case, “Crew 11” built a freestanding 6’ 
by 8’ deck with a 5-step staircase leading up to 
the deck from a concrete slab outside the only 
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Rally Day - August 25 
Rally Day marks the beginning of the church programs for 
the school year. It’s a great time to explore all the 
opportunities for worship, learning and mission at FPC and 
to have terrific fellowship over a great meal. Here is the 
schedule for Rally Day: 
8:30- Early at 8:30 Outdoors worship 

Backpack blessing 
Bibles given to Kindergarten and 3rd graders  

9:30- Rally Day Breakfast- Fellowship Hall 
Learn about our programs, food & fellowship 
The menu and registration info coming soon 

10:30- Worship in the Sanctuary 
Back pack blessing 
Bibles given to Kindergarten and 3rd graders 

11:30- Week Day School Open House

Family Promise is a unique 
partnership of diverse communities 
of faith that provides emergency 
shelter, meals, and supportive 
services to homeless families in 
Gaston County. The organization’s 

ultimate goal is to help these families 
achieve lasting independence.  
Families stay in our Ford House as our guests and we 
support them by providing meals, set up, fellowship and  
volunteers to stay overnight. We will host Family Promise 
next on September 15- 22. 
Volunteers who work directly with guests must attend a 
one-time one-hour training. Most volunteer shifts last 1.5-2 
hours. A training date will be announced soon. 
Other Belmont churches that do not have appropriate 
facilities to host Family Promise also use our Ford House, 
and they provide volunteers, although we can volunteer to 
help those weeks, too. 
There are several different ways you can help, please click 
below for more information and to sign up or contact 
Kathleen Boyce (boycex6@gmail.com) 

Click to volunteer for our host week September 15- 22 

Click here to help Belmont Foursquare August 18-25 

Click here to help The Pointe October 27- November 3 

AUGUST 10 
7:00 - 11:00 am 

DONATE 
It’s not too late to bring 
your gently used “stuff” 
to one of the pods 

behind the Ford House for our yard sale. We donate 
whatever isn’t sold to the Kidney Foundation. They 
have restrictions on what they will take, so please 
be aware that there are items we will not accept this 
year. 

WE WILL NOT ACCEPT: 
mattresses, box springs, box televisions, large 
exercise equipment, paint or cleaning products 

WHAT SELLS WELL: 
children’s items, household items, furniture, books, 
videos, framed pictures, holiday decorations, 
bicycles, lawn & garden tools, adult coats, shoes, 
purses 

VOLUNTEER 
This is our biggest fund raiser of the year for our 
mission outreach efforts and we need lots of hands 
to help. There are several different times you can 
choose: 

July 20 (8:00- 11:00 am), July 31 (9:30-11:30 am)  
or August 7 (5:00-7:00 pm) 

Help sort, organize and tag our donations in the 
Scout Hut.  

August 10,  5:30 - 11:00 am or when you can. 
Help set up, volunteer at a table, or at the cash 
register. 

More Information & To Volunteer: 
• Online: www.fpc-belmont.org/registration click 

“Yard Sale Volunteer” 
• Email: KristinPackard@gmail.com 
• Call Kristin Henriksen: 704-616-9287

Coming this fall - more details soon!

Young at Hearts
In September there will be a Young at Hearts visit to 
the Grandiflora Glass at the Garden exhibit at 
Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden.  This outstanding 
glass exhibit shows us enlarged details of gigantic 
glass tropical botanicals, some nearly 12-feet tall 
and including a 6-foot high Venus Flytrap.  Our visit 
will incorporate a meal together -- we're just waiting 
for a break in our extreme heat and more pleasant 
temperatures to set a date.  Watch for more details 
soon and plan to visit this one-of-a-kind exhibit with 
us in September!

mailto:boycex6@gmail.com
mailto:boycex6@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d4bafa62aabf49-yard1
mailto:kristinpackard@gmail.com
mailto:boycex6@gmail.com
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/2854303/false#/invitation
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/2870755/false#/invitation
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/2870761/false#/invitation


 

July 28- Middle School hangout & dinner 6:00 - 7:30 
• Rising 6th & 9th graders invited 
• Bring a stick to roast hotdogs and marshmallows  

August 1: Feed the Children & Lunch 
• 10:30-1:30, bring money for lunch 

August 4: High School hangout & dinner 6:00- 7:30 
• Rising 9th graders invited 
• Bring a stick to roast hot dogs & marshmallows 

YOUTH  

Upcoming Events - Children & Youth 
CHILDREN 

September 8- Youth Kick Off 
• 6th graders receive Bibles at Early Service or at 10:30 

service 
Brunch at 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall 

• For youth & families 
• Information about Confirmation Journey, High 

School Mission trip, Sunday School and more 
• Regular youth begins that evening 

September 15- Youth Sunday School begins 
• 6th- 7th graders in Multipurpose Room E 
• 8th graders in the Library 
• High School in Room 105- the new Christian 

Education office.

Mad Mondays - Mission Adventure Days 
• Rising 3rd - 5th graders 
• August 5, 12 & 19, 10, 10:00 - 12:00

Wacky Wednesdays 
• Rising K - 2nd graders 
• August 7, 14, 21, 10, 10:00 - 12:00 
• Crafts, Service projects and more 

Call Robin if interested in Mad Mondays or Wacky 
Wednesdays: 704-460-1962

RALLY DAY 
Have your children bring their back packs for a special 
blessing at either service. Kindergarten & 3rd graders 
receive new Bibles in worship at either service. Come to 
breakfast in the Fellowship Hall. 

Family Sunday School 
Starts September 8 
This year we will continue Family Sunday School, 
which will meet in Multipurpose Room C. Children ages 
4 years old through 5th grade and their parents are 
invited. We learn Bible stories, do crafts and games. 
Children can attend with or without their parents as you 
choose.

RALLY DAY 
Bring your back pack for a special blessing at either 
service. Come to breakfast in the Fellowship Hall! 



We are collecting school supplies 
for needy elementary and middle 
school students in our area again 
this year. You can help by 
donating some of the supplies 
below and bring them to the 
Gathering Area.  

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
General Fund 
2019 Budgeted Offerings                 $813,214 
• Pledged                                         $478,760 
• Non-Pledged                                 $344,454 

Gifts Received (7/21/19) MTD            $27,859 
Needed monthly to meet budget        $67,768 

Gifts Received Year-To-Date            $369,147   
• includes prepaid for 2019                $40,156 

Gifts needed YTD to meet budget    $453,523 
• 45% of budget received YTD           

Special Designated Offerings 
Nickel-a-Meal 
• Month-To-Date                                     $343 
• Year- to- date                                     $2,835 
Memorial Fund 
• MTD                                                      
• YTD (Susie Orr Est. $89,205)          $89,205 
Youth Mission Trip (YTD)                       $1613  
Local Outreach 
• MTD                                                      $200 
• YTD                                                   $2,875 
Easter One Great Hour (YTD)                 $858                          
Montreat Music Conference (YTD)          $740 
Souper Bowl  BCO (YTD)               $368 
Financial Peace University                   $1,000 

Capital Fund 
Gifts Received 2019 Year-To-Date       $1,260 
Total Gifts Received 2007-2019    $6,466,003

 Rebecca Randle 
13 Kirby Deason 
 Lynne Goodwin 
 Carol Strain 
14 Hayes Lemons 
 Wil Neumann 
 Leslie Plonk   
15 Rich Gray 
 Nora Ivester 
 Gayle Pate 
16 Catherine Ann  
 Carstarphen 
 Lindsey Putman 
17 Carson Leedy 
18 Summer Cline 
 Summer Faulk 
 Wade Jarman 
 Melanie McFarland 
 Grace Sheppard 
 Lily Wells Sheppard 
 Dave Switzer 
19 Ella Benton 
 Todd Davis 
 Smitty Hanks 
 Will McLean 
20 Hunter Goodwin 
 Joe Hall 
 Peggy Hall 
 Erin Nixon 
 Libba Steele 
 Demi Terry 
 Matt Westendorf 
 Lauren Wilson 

August Birthdays
1 Ron Barnes 
 Rebecca Biggerstaff 
 Walter Israel 
 Jeannie Sigmon 
 Janice Stowe 
2 Chip Rhoden 
 Lee Stewart 
4 Kit Cloninger 
 James Messenger 
5 Lauren McGaha 
 Erick Neumann 
 Donita Stewart 
 Whitney Sutton 
6 Marty Murphy 
 Trip Stacey 
7 Max Neisler 
 Ella Smith 
8 Reading Blount 
 Susan Shepard 
 Sarah Stewart 
 James Tollett 
9 Lane Bansen 
 Joanne Barefoot 
 Anna Claire Caudle 
 Brian Faris 
 Pam Lee 
 Margo Rhyne 
10 Ethan Byrd 
 Rebecca Ritchie 
 Kassi Smith 
11 Susan Biggerstaff 
12 Harley Green 
 Lillian Pate 

21 Lissa McMeeken 
23 Caroline Ashworth 
 Tricia Decker 
23 Tom Faris 
 Erica Van Der Linden 
 Mary Warner 
24 Heidi Knowles 
 Julie Knutson 
 Garrett Robinson 
 Sherri Smith 
25 Lori Cipriano 
26 Chris Lee 
 Robert Stokes 
27 Jenna Deets 
 Shawn Hinson 
 Jack Moore 
 Gina Peloso 
 Jeff Rice 
28 Chris Johnson 
 Maggie LeGrand 
 Holland Leonhardt 
 Sarah McLean 
 Nicholas Robinson 
29 Sandy Faris 
 Laurie LeGrand 
 Brigitte Tollet 
 Jay Wolfe 
30 Harriet Armstrong 
 Clayton Blount 
 Nathan Boiter 
 Susan Rice 
31 Kristin Biggs 
 Donna Clayton 

 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES 
• $1.00 Head Phones 
• 2-pocket prong folders 
• Kleenex 
• Elmer’s Glue sticks 
• Markers 
• Notebook paper 
• Pencils 
• Sandwich bags 
• Lysol wipes 
• Dry erase markers 
• Colored copy paper 
• 1 inch, white, 3- ring 

binders 
• Note cards 

• Sticky note pads 
• Colored pencils 
• Bandaids 

CLOTHES  
• for boys & girls, 

older & younger 
children 

• bigger sizes of 
underwear, pants, 
shirts and socks 

• Inexpensive shoes: 
Crocs, flip flops or 
tennis shoes, all sizes

DEADLINE: AUGUST 25 


	Harbinger
	Upcoming Events - Children & Youth
	Children
	Youth




