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Christ Trek
“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in 
prison, and did not take care of you?’  Then he will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as 
you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’” Matthew 25:44b-45

Upcoming Events 
• June 11- August 23: 

10:30-12:30- 
Mondays & 
Thursdays- Feed the 
Children 

• July 15: Young at 
Hearts Luncheon and 
play, “Newsies”.  

• July 15- 21: High 
School Mission trip to 
Nashville 

• July 15- 20: Middle 
School CROSS 
Mission trip 

• August 26: Week 
Day School Sunday, 
Back Pack Blessing, 
Rally Day, Pool B4 
School 

• September 3: Labor 
Day- Church and 
WDS closed. 

• August 29, 5:30: 
Kids Central Kick Off 
Dinner 

On Sunday afternoon, our middle school 
youth will leave for CROSS, which is an 
urban mission experience in Charlotte based 
at Myers Park Presbyterian Church. 
Al though they won’t go far away 
geographically, our kids will be light years 
father away in terms of spiritual growth 
when they return. CROSS so moved Lauren 
(Hall) Wilson, Laura Grace (Lemond) 
Kaufman, Kit Cloninger, Jonathan Hall, Rob 
Hixson and Allie Minnich that they 
chaperoned CROSS as young adults. As high 
school students, Hannah Keel and Rachel 
Neisler interned at CROSS on weekends. In 
fact, CROSS was so meaningful for our 
youth in years past that some wanted to 
bring the experience to Gaston County, so 
they created Christ Trek. Hannah and Rachel 
led the meeting of the Christ Trek Board in 
2016, organized partner agencies and helped 
lead the first Christ Trek Weekend in 2016. 
At Christ Trek, youth serve at community 
agencies that help those in need and they 
have worship, devotions and reflection as an 
integral part of the experience. Christ Trek 

pushes our youth out of their comfort zones 
as they encounter unfamiliar people and 
places and learn to see God at work in the 
lives of those they serve and in their own 
lives. The initial goal was to offer Christ 
Trek weekends for youth in Gaston County. 
The long term dream is to host Christ Trek 
mission weeks in the summer, too.  
CROSS was many years ago for our young 
adults but several are still involved in 
making Christ Trek a reality. Rob Hixson  
came from Richmond to play a key 
leadership role in several Christ Trek 
events. As our youth assistant, Allie 
Minnich is still involved with Christ Trek. 
Grace Modlin is currently contacting and 
organizing partner agencies.  
Christ Trek still has challenges. But what 
the Spirit created during those weeks at 
CROSS so long ago is still at work. And 
who knows? Maybe some of our middle 
schoolers who get on the bus for CROSS 
on Sunday will be inspired by the dream 
for Christ Trek and carry it on.             

Blessings - Daria

https://www.fpc-belmont.org/calendar-events/


 

July 25: Wacky Wednesday 
10:00- 12:00, rising 4th through 8th graders 
Join Robin for a service project, devotion and a treat. 

August 22: Wacky Wednesday Trip to 
Asheville 
Details to come soon 

Wednesday, August 29, 5:30: Kids Central 
Kick-off Dinner and Information Session 
Join us for pizza, salad and dessert, register your 
children for Kids Central and receive information 
about the coming year. 

Summer Sunday School- 9:30 
We continue our “Shipwrecked” VBS theme with fun 
activities based on the movie Swiss Family Robinson. 
Youth assist. We meet in the Chapel or outside. Join 
us right after Early at 8:30 Outdoors worship! 

Upcoming Events 

August 14, 15, 16: Christ Trek  
10:00- 12:00, rising 8th grade & up 
Work at the Week Day School, Ford House, Scout Hut 
and off campus activity 

July 16- 22: High School Mission Trip, Nashville 
Participants meet on Sunday July 15 at 4:00 pm to pack 
the vans. Leave July 16 at 7:00 am for Nashville and 
return on July 21 around 3:00 pm. 

July 15- 20: Middle School CROSS Camp 
Leave the church at 4:00 pm Sunday, July 15 and return 
on Friday, July 20 by 10:00 am. 

August 14-16: Christ Trek 
Service projects at church. On the 16th we will do a 
“Backyard Bible School” with Feed the Children. 

Sunday, August 26: POOLB4SCHOOL, 2:00 pm 
All youth- rising 6th graders and up

Children  Youth  

Coming in Fall 2018
The Smart Step Family: An Eight 
Session Guide to a Healthy 
Stepfamily 
Step or blended families are so common that over 65% 
of Americans are a step-parent or grandparent, step-
sibling or a stepchild. In fact, there are 67 different 
kinds of stepfamilies, so chances are you have a step 
family somewhere on your family tree. At the same 
time, however, the statistics for the survival of a 
stepfamily are sobering. The divorce rate for second 
marriages when only one partner has children is over 
65%; when both partners have children, the divorce 
rate skyrockets to 70% which is more than twice the 
divorce rate for first marriages. 
Stepfamilies are very different from traditional 
families. The same parenting techniques that work in a 
traditional family can cause huge problems in a 
stepfamily. A stepparent has a different role than a 
biological parent, even if that parent is deceased. The 
marriage is more complicated- the marital couple have 
parents-in-law but also ex-spouses-in-law who 
influence how their stepfamily works.  
But there is help that can give stepparents the tools to 

create a healthy, lasting stepfamily. Marriage and Family 
therapist Ron Deal has worked with stepfamilies for over 
20 years and developed a class that teaches seven 
fundamental steps to stepfamily success that provide 
practical, realistic solutions to the issues stepfamilies 
face. This faith-based class teaches effective 
communication between partners and ex-spouses, 
discipline, boundary setting, the developmental process of 
a stepfamily, managing transitions between homes, 
realistic expectations and much more.  
This is an 8- session class with video and discussion for 
dating couples, remarried couples or for step grandparents 
or other relatives. Class participants do not have to be 
church members.  
Reverend Daria Ragan and husband Jerry will moderate 
this class. Stepparents for 23 years to four now- grown, 
married children and three grandchildren, they have 
experienced all the ups and downs of being a stepfamily.  
More details will come soon. Questions? Contact Rev. 
Daria Ragan- dragan@fpc-belmont.org.

mailto:dragan@fpc-belmont.org


  Feed the Children This 
Summer 
**We have added more children to our route and 
can use additional volunteers! 
The summer months for some children in our area mean 
no breakfast or lunch and an academic set back when 
school returns in the fall. Gaston County Schools 
(GCS) has programs for children to receive lunches 
during the summer but transportation to the schools is 
often a problem.  
This summer, we are helping to fill the gap by 
delivering lunches to children in two central locations 
on Mondays and Thursdays from June 11- August 
23. GCS provides the lunches and a bus with a driver to 
deliver the meals. Our volunteers meet the bus at the 
two locations to assist in distributing the meals and 
providing non-perishable food for the children to eat 
between visits. We need 2 volunteers each day.  
The 2 locations: 

• Trey McKee Trailer Park on River Loop, Belmont 
•  Cline's Trailer Park in Smyre (Lowell) 

Volunteers will: 
• Pick up non-perishable packages at the church 

office and drive to the locations to meet the bus 
and deliver the food. 

• Time: 11:00- 12:30, Mondays and Thursdays, 
June 11- August 23. 

Please click here to volunteer. For information or 
questions- Anne Hixson- annehixson717@gmail.com

Adult Summer Sunday School 
Unafraid: Living With Courage And Hope In Uncertain 
Times by Adam Hamilton 
Pastor Adam Hamilton teaches how to untangle the 
knots we feel about disappointing others, failure, 
financial insecurity, loneliness, insignificance, and 
aging, showing how we can develop sustaining spiritual 
practices and embrace Jesus's recurring counsel: "Do 
not be afraid." Rev. Daria Ragan and Ed Forsyth lead 
in the Multipurpose Room at 9:30. 

• July 15 and 22: Change, Missing Out and Finances 
• July 29, August 5: Aging, Illness, Dying and Fear of 

the Lord 

Where in the World is “Flat 
Jesus”? 
Summer is going by fast but it’s not too late to take 
photos of Flat Jesus out and about at work in the 
world!  

You can pick up a Flat Jesus from the Gathering Area-  
our children have colored some for us, or you can click 
here to download a template from the website. Take 
a photo of Flat Jesus wherever you go and email it to 
dragan@fpc-belmont.org, text to 704-860-2798 or 
post on our church FaceBook or Instagram page. 

Flat Jesus goes to Ocean Isle Beach,  
to the top of Cramer Mountain  

and rides with the Union County EMS  

mailto:dragan@fpc-belmont.org
mailto:dragan@fpc-belmont.org
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/578e5e1fe6f2e1f6d2f61165/t/5b11c8a670a6add182b576a1/1527892134720/Flat+Jesus.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/578e5e1fe6f2e1f6d2f61165/t/5b11c8a670a6add182b576a1/1527892134720/Flat+Jesus.pdf
mailto:dragan@fpc-belmont.org
https://www.facebook.com/FPCBelmontNC
https://www.instagram.com/fpcbelmont/
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/ab99f6c9d070d328f20d273622d2059ec2553a4e/2347527/false/#/invitation
mailto:annehixson717@gmail.com


Church Officer Nominations 
Our Nominating Committee will soon begin the process of nominating elders and deacons for the Class of 2021. The 
Presbyterian Church has a representative form of government in which the Session (elders) is the governing body of the 
church and the Board of Deacons is tasked with the care and nurture of our congregation. Our congregation is asked to 
submit the names of those members whom you believe would be good church officers. Guidelines you may use in 
considering someone to nominate: 
Deacons: Deacons should be those of faith, dedication and good judgment to serve as officers who promote 
compassion and caring to those who are in need. 
Elders: Elders should be those of faith, dedication and good judgment to serve as officers who make important 
decisions in the life of the church.  
Church Involvement: including regular attendance, active participation, practices good stewardship, past offices held 
and services performed, understanding of Presbyterian government . 
Christian Living in Daily Life: within the family, at work, in the community 
Personal Characteristics and Skills: cooperativeness, willingness to learn, ability to complete projects, maturity of 

judgment, ability to chair a committee. 
Please complete a Nomination Form at the Connect Desk or download 
from www.fpc-belmont.org/forms, and return to the church office. 
Deadline: July 31, 2018

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
General Fund 
2018 Budgeted Offerings                 $800,553 

• Pledged                               $469,344 
• Non-pledged                        $331,209 

Gifts Received (7/8)                           $11,970 
Needed weekly to meet budget         $15,395 

Gifts Received Month-To-Date           $19,535 
Needed monthly to meet budget        $66,713 

Gifts Received Year-To-Date           $356,086 
•  includes prepaid for 2018              $49,856 

Gifts Needed YTD to meet budget  $415,673 
• Under Budget YTD                       ($59,587) 

Special Designated Offerings 
Nickel-a-Meal 

• Month-To-Date                           $286 
• Year-To-Date                           $2,622 

Souper Bowl (BCO) (YTD        $486 

One Great Hour (YTD)     $1,333 

Youth Mission Trip (YTD)        $280 

College/Young Adult Mission Trip  
• Year-To-Date                               $550 

Financial Peace University  
• Year-To-Date                               $110 

BCO (YTD)             $0  

Kid Central Mission Project  $513.00 

VBS Mission Project                          $772.00 

Capital Fund 
Gifts Received 2018 Year-To-Date      $2,430 
Total Gifts Received 2007-2018   $6,462,679

Christ Trek this week: unloading food for Feed the Children 
and visiting Mrs. Rosie with Flat Jesus.

http://www.fpc-belmont.org/forms
http://www.fpc-belmont.org/forms
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/578e5e1fe6f2e1f6d2f61165/t/5b24509caa4a99e2ba081c5e/1529106588660/Nominating+Committee+Recommendation+Form+for+Elders-Deacons+2021.pdf



