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Safe to Shore
“A great windstorm arose and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already 
swamped. But Jesus was in the stern, asleep on the cushion, and the disciples said to him, 
“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” Mark 4:38

Upcoming Events 
• June 11- August 23: 

10:30-12:30- 
Mondays & 
Thursdays- Feed the 
Children 

• July 4: Church & 
WDS closed 

• July 4, 6:30- Carillon 
concert. 

• July 8: Communion 

• July 15: Young at 
Hearts Luncheon 
and play, “Newsies”.  

• July 15- 21: High 
School Mission trip to 
Nashville 

• July 15- 20: Middle 
School CROSS 
Mission trip to 
Charlotte 

• August 26: Week 
Day School Sunday, 
Back Pack Blessing, 
Rally Day 

I have two favorite memories of VBS this 
year. The first was watching the kids singing 
“My Lighthouse” as they did in worship this 
past Sunday. “Sing” is probably too loose a 
term; they were shouting more than actually 
singing, especially the refrain, “My 
lighthouse, my lighthouse, shining in the 
darkness, I will follow you…you will carry 
me safe to shore.” As I said in my sermon on 
Sunday, it seems appropriate that the kids 
were shouting. After all, when we are in the 
storms of life in a fragile little boat and can’t 
see the lighthouse in the darkness or hear 
over the roar of the wind, sometimes God 
answers us in the voices of children shouting 
over the storm, “My lighthouse, I will trust 
the promise you will carry me safe to shore.” 
My prayer is that our children will always 
sing “My Lighthouse” when they are caught 
in a storm, and that they will always have 
friends in the boat to shout it to them, when 
they are so enveloped in darkness they can’t 
see the lighthouse themselves. 
Our mission focus was buying drought 
resistant seeds for Haiti. Our kids watched 
stories of Haitian children and learned about 

the great poverty and hunger they face. My 
other favorite memory was of one of our 
first graders, who was touched by these 
stories and came to his mother one night 
with $10, saying, “Mom, this money is for 
people in Haiti. Did you know that $10 will 
help buy crops for people in Haiti so they 
can eat all year? So, I got $10 of my own 
money to give to them because they need 
it.” Mom said she was grateful her son was 
learning empathy, kindness, stewardship 
and love at VBS. I think her son saw that 
the Haitian children are in fragile boats in a 
ferocious storm, and holding $10 in his 
small hand, he climbed into their boat and 
pointed to the lighthouse to show them that 
Jesus does care if they are perishing, and he 
cares too. They can trust that Jesus will 
carry them safe to shore.  
VBS is labor intensive; by Friday everyone 
was exhausted! But it is also love intensive; 
love for our kids and children everywhere, 
for each other, and for Christ. And that 
makes it all worthwhile.               

Blessings - Daria

https://www.fpc-belmont.org/calendar-events


 

Adult Summer Sunday School 
Unafraid: Living With Courage And Hope In Uncertain 
Times by Adam Hamilton 
Pastor Adam Hamilton teaches how to untangle the 
knots we feel about disappointing others, failure, 
financial insecurity, loneliness, insignificance, and 
aging, showing how we can develop sustaining spiritual 
practices and embrace Jesus's recurring counsel: "Do 
not be afraid." Rev. Daria Ragan and Ed Forsyth lead 
in the Multipurpose Room at 9:30. 
• July 1: Failure, Disappointing Others, Insignificance 

and Loneliness 
• July 8: Apocalypse, Change, Missing Out and 

Finances 

Summer Sunday School  
Swiss Family Robinson Biblical Adventures 
We will continue our “Shipwrecked” VBS theme in 
Sunday School with fun activities and adventures based on 
the popular Walt Disney Movie Swiss Family Robinson. 
Youth will assist. We will meet in the Chapel or outside. 
Join us right after Early at 8:30 Outdoors worship! 

Where in the World is “Flat 
Jesus”? 
Flat Jesus has been as far away as Paris, France and the 
top of Mt. Rainier! Jesus truly is always with us! It’s not 
too late to pick up a Flat Jesus from the Gathering Area at 
church; our children have colored some for us, or you can 
click here to download a template from the website. 
Take a photo of Flat Jesus wherever you go and email it to 
dragan@fpc-belmont.org, or post on our church 
FaceBook or Instagram page. 

July 25, August 22: Wacky Wednesdays 
10:00- 12:00, rising 4th through 8th graders 
Join Robin for a service project, devotion and a treat. 

July 10, 11, 12: Christ Trek  
10:00- 12:00, rising 8th grade & up 
Work at the Week Day School, Ford House, Scout Hut 
and off campus activity 

July 16- 22: High School Mission Trip, 
Nashville 

July 15- 20: Middle School CROSS Mission 
Camp 

August 14, 15, 16: Christ Trek-  
10:00- 12:00, rising 7th grade & up 
Work with elementary school kids in the Week Day 
School 

Sunday, August 26: POOLB4SCHOOL 
All youth- rising 6th graders and up

Upcoming Events: Children & Youth  

mailto:dragan@fpc-belmont.org
mailto:dragan@fpc-belmont.org
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/578e5e1fe6f2e1f6d2f61165/t/5b11c8a670a6add182b576a1/1527892134720/Flat+Jesus.pdf
mailto:dragan@fpc-belmont.org
https://www.facebook.com/FPCBelmontNC
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 Feed the Children This 
Summer 
The summer months for some children in our area mean no 
breakfast or lunch and an academic set back when school 
returns in the fall. Gaston County Schools (GCS) has 
programs for children to receive lunches during the summer 
but transportation to the schools is often a problem.  
This summer, we are helping to fill the gap by delivering 
lunches to children in two central locations on Mondays 
and Thursdays from June 11- August 23. GCS provides the 
lunches and a bus with a driver to deliver the meals. Our 
volunteers meet the bus at the two locations to assist in 
distributing the meals and providing non-perishable food 
for the children to eat between visits. We need 2 volunteers 
each day.  
The 2 locations: 

•   Trey McKee Trailer Park on River Loop (Belmont) 
•   Cline's Trailer Park in Smyre (Lowell) 

Volunteers will: 
• Pick up non-perishable packages at the church office and 

drive to the locations to meet the bus and deliver the 
food. 

• Time: 11:00- 12:30, Mondays and Thursdays, June 11- 
August 23. 

Please click here to volunteer. For information or 
questions- Anne Hixson- annehixson717@gmail.com

Young at Hearts
On Sunday, July 15th, the Young at Hearts are going to 
Halton Theater at CPCC in Charlotte to see a matinee 
stage production of the musical “Newsies.”  “Newsies” 
is a turn of the Century David-vs-Goliath type tale of a 
newspaper strike in New York City, told with music, 
song and plenty of “athletic” dancing – it’s supposed to 
make you want to get your feet moving.  Before we go 
to the Theater, theater-goers are invited to a luncheon 
at the home of Beth and Ted Geddis at 409 Belwood 
Drive; lunch will be served at 12:30pm. 
The cost of these activities is $23; tickets are limited.  
Please see Beth Geddis (704-825-4707) or Leslie 
McLeod to make your reservation. 

Celebrate America 
Carillon Concert 

July 4 at 6:30 pm 
The Alpha and Omega Duo of Kailey Lawing and her 
great-grandmother, Mary McFarland, will play a program 
of patriotic music on the second largest carillon (steeple 
bells) in North Carolina. The biggest carillon is at Duke 
Chapel. Kailey is a Music Therapy major at East Carolina 
University and Mary is a certified carillonneur, who taught 
Kailey, and others of our youth, to play. Besides being 
wonderful musicians, they are wonderful friends who enjoy 
being together as much as they enjoy playing the carillon 
together! Bring a blanket or a lawn chair and sit in the 
shade under the trees by the Scout Hut to start your July 4th 
evening with music!

mailto:annehixson717@gmail.com
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Church Officer Nominations 
Our Nominating Committee will soon begin the process of nominating elders and deacons for the Class of 2021. The 
Presbyterian Church has a representative form of government in which the Session (elders) is the governing body of the 
church and the Board of Deacons is tasked with the care and nurture of our congregation. Our congregation is asked to 
submit the names of those members whom you believe would be good church officers. Guidelines you may use in 
considering someone to nominate: 
Deacons: Deacons should be those of faith, dedication and good judgment to serve as officers who promote 
compassion and caring to those who are in need. 
Elders: Elders should be those of faith, dedication and good judgment to serve as officers who make important 
decisions in the life of the church.  
Church Involvement: including regular attendance, active participation, practices good stewardship, past offices held 
and services performed, understanding of Presbyterian government . 
Christian Living in Daily Life: within the family, at work, in the community 
Personal Characteristics and Skills: cooperativeness, willingness to learn, ability to complete projects, maturity of 

judgment, ability to chair a committee. 
Please complete a Nomination Form at the Connect Desk or download 
from www.fpc-belmont.org/forms, and return to the church office. 
Deadline: July 31, 2018

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
General Fund 
2018 Budgeted Offerings                 $800,553 

• Pledged                               $469,344 
• Non-pledged                        $331,209 

Gifts Received (6/24)                           $8,484 
Needed weekly to meet budget         $15,395 

Gifts Received Month-To-Date           $32,375 
Needed monthly to meet budget        $66,713 

Gifts Received Year-To-Date           $333,149 
•  includes prepaid for 2018              $49,856 

Gifts Needed YTD to meet budget  $384,883 
• Under Budget YTD                       ($51,734) 

Special Designated Offerings 
Nickel-a-Meal 

• Month-To-Date                           $263 
• Year-To-Date                           $2,336 

Souper Bowl (BCO) (YTD        $486 

One Great Hour (YTD)     $1,333 

Youth Mission Trip (YTD)        $280 

College/Young Adult Mission Trip  
• Year-To-Date                               $550 

Financial Peace University  
• Year-To-Date                               $110 

BCO (YTD)             $0  

Kid Central Mission Project  $513.00 

VBS Mission Project                          $772.00 

Capital Fund 
Gifts Received 2018 Year-To-Date      $2,310 
Total Gifts Received 2007-2018   $6,462,559

Montreat Worship and Music Conference
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