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The Story Of Your Life Upcoming 
Events 

• May 5: Picnic, 
Confirmation, 
Children’s 
Ministry, 
Medication Take 
Back 

• May 8: Last Kids 
Central & Family 
Night Supper 

• May 19: Music 
Ministry, Fill 
Backpacks  

• May 20, 2:00- 
6:00: Community 
Blood Drive 

• May 26: Early at 
8:30 Outdoors 
begins, Blessing of 
the Animals 

• June 2: Senior 
Sunday 

• June 17- 21: 
Vacation Bible 
School 

• June 23-29: 
Montreat Worship 
& Music 

In his Easter sermon, Sam reflected on the 
story in Mark of the women who went to anoint 
Jesus’ dead body, wondering who would roll 
away the huge stone in front of the tomb. But 
they found the stone rolled away, the tomb 
empty and an angel who said,“Do not be 
alarmed; you are looking for Jesus who was 
crucified. He has been raised; he is not here.” 
and said Jesus would meet them in Galilee. 
The women were terrified and fled from the 
tomb. 
Sam noted that we know something about 
pushing against huge stones- obstacles- in our 
lives, whether in our jobs, our relationships, in 
our emotional and physical health. We tend to 
think, “If we can just get this thing ‘rolled 
back’, we'll be fine.” But we are like the 
women, “…for as they have been worrying 
about what it will take to ‘roll back’ the stone 
and get to Jesus' dead body, we worry about 
the hard work and money and love and 
sacrifice required for us to ‘roll back’ the 
stone in our way, obstructing our life and our 
dreams, even though they, too, will ultimately 
end with death.” 
“But,” Sam said, “what if death is really not 
waiting for us at the end; then everything in 
our life must change!” And that’s what's so 
frightening and terrifying [about Easter]!” 
The point of Easter isn’t to collect as many 
“things” as possible or to hang on tightly to 
our loved ones or waste our lives trying to 
prevent death. “According to Easter, the  

point is to discover NEW life ‘in Christ’- 
today!”  
And that leads us to ask ourselves:“Does it 
really make sense to push so hard at work? 
Am I missing the point somewhere in my 
life?…Am I working for things and 
relationships that make an eternity of 
difference in this world- today?” 
Mark left his gospel, “unfinished,” ending 
it with the women running away in fear; 
verses 9-20 were added later.  
“How then,” Sam asked, “does the story 
get finished? Back in Galilee where the 
women and the disciples live? Back in the 
ordinary places where you and I spend 
most of our time- at work- and in our 
homes, and right here? Could it be that the 
Easter story gets finished when ordinary 
people like you and me do extraordinary 
things with The Story of Your Life (and 
mine!) when we actually live as we believe- 
death is not the end, if only we will stop 
obsessing with the HUGE stones in our 
lives- as if it is?!”  
“All across the world today, Easter’s 
frightening call is for us to think about the 
eternal purpose of our own individual 
lives, by walking away from our private 
tombs that lead to death and walking 
toward the hope of a Risen Savior, Jesus 
Christ, today!” 
Happy Easter!

https://www.fpc-belmont.org/calendar-events


 

Come Celebrate! 
Children’s Ministry Sunday, Confirmation 

and our Annual Church Picnic 
Dress casually, bring a blanket or chair, 

enjoy a catered meal  
and games for the children. 

Menu 
Ranucci’s Pork BBQ, buns, chicken 

tenders, slaw, baked beans,  
homemade desserts, drinks 

Picnic is free - donations welcome 
Please register for accurate count 

Click here to register or call 704-825-3357 

Families, extended families & friends are 
welcome!

Feed the Children 
This Summer 
Again this summer, we will be providing food to children who rely 
on school being in session for their daily nutrition.  We have two 
great opportunities for you to help! 
On Sunday, May 19th immediately after worship service, we will 
pack 360 weekend backpacks. These backpacks will contain non-
perishable items and will be delivered on Thursdays during the 
summer.  This is a great volunteer opportunity for all ages and will 
only take about 30 minutes, so please plan to join us after church 
on Sunday, May 19th. 
For 10 weeks during the summer, we will deliver the backpacks to 
children's homes.  In partnership with Gaston County Schools, the 
children will be provided lunches on Monday thru Thursday every 
week.  On Thursdays, we need volunteers to meet the school bus 
with the weekend backpacks and deliver to the children.  It only 
takes about an hour of your time.  If you are interested in 
volunteering for one Thursday in the summer, please contact Anne 
Hixson at AnneHixson717@gmail.com 

Journey to the Resurrection 
During Lent, our Kids Central children experienced Jesus’ journey 
to resurrection first hand. Each week, Robin transformed the 
church, with Ken’s help, into the locations of Jesus’ last week in 
Jerusalem: his entry with the crowd waving palms, the “dungeon” 
with Barabbas, his arrest in the garden, the Last Supper and the 
empty tomb. Our third through fifth graders and our youth helpers 
were the disciples, angels, and Roman soldiers and our Youth 
Assistant, Ethan Broome, played the role of  “Jesus”. The children 
stepped into the story of Jesus and learned about God’s love, grace, 
mercy and forgiveness in Jesus Christ.

Pies and Cookies Needed! 
We are in need of homemade desserts for 
the picnic. In honor of our “Chocolate Pie 
Minister” we are asking for volunteers to bring 
either a pie or cookies. Please bring the 
cookies covered and on a plate, the pies cut 
in 8 slices and covered, ready to serve. Since 
we will be outside, do not bring anything that 
needs refrigeration.  
Drop your food off in the Gathering Area 
before church. The picnic will go on rain or 
shine! Thanks for your willingness to share 
your baking talents! 
Please click here to sign up for dessert.

mailto:AnneHixson717@gmail.com
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=QoXSTLblu2rOWkg7RtA2TA==&site=91230&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=6572&EventID=174881&sn=91230
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d4baba922abf94-2019


 

YOUTH  
April 28 

• All youth meet at the church at 4:15 to go to FPC-
Gastonia to hear Tiffany Johnson 

May 5 
• Regular youth times- we will do some visiting 

May 12: NO YOUTH 

Kids Central: Wednesday,  5:00 - 6:00 
Last Kids Central: May 8 
May 1: 

• PreK & K: Lesson 13: God’s People Share 
• 1st & 2nd: Lesson 13 and Rehearse 
• 3rd- 5th: Rehearse 

May 8: Last Day Special Celebration 

Upcoming Events - Children & Youth 
CHILDREN  

Family Sunday School: 9:30 Chapel 
May 5: Jesus and Thomas 
May 12: Jesus and Breakfast on the Beach  
May 19:  Jesus’ Ascension 

Lunch with Robin 
Robin will have lunch with your Kindergarten through 
8th grader on a Wednesday and bring your child's favorite 
treat! Please click here to sign up or call the church 
704-825-3357. Be sure to include your child's school and 
the time your child eats lunch.

June 17 - 21, 9:00- 11:45 am 
Ages: children must be 4 by June 1, 2019  

through just finished 5th grade 
This epic African adventure engages the whole 
herd. At Roar, kids explore God’s goodness and 
celebrate a ferocious faith that powers them 
through this wild life! 

Click here for a video 
Click here to register or volunteer or call 
704-825-3357

May 19 
• Lunch after church, then to the WhiteWater 

Center for the day. We will return for supper 
and to hear Mary Grace Biggerstaff’s Carillon 
recital 

May 26: NO YOUTH 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d4bafa62aabf49-lunch
https://www.group.com/category/ministry-resources/childrens-ministry/vbs/roar.do
https://vbspro.events/events/25308/event_sessions/35983
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_A0VITTzHh4


We are in the midst of an 
opioid epidemic which is 
devastating families in our 
community and in our 
n a t i o n . O p i o i d s a r e 
powerful, addictive pain 
r e l i e v e r s t h a t c a u s e 
overdose and death. We 
often keep our prescribed 
pain medication in our 
medicine cabinet in case 
we need it again. But the 
diversion or stealing of 
prescribed pain killers from medicine cabinets, which are given or sold to 
people for illegal use is one issue fueling this epidemic. The drugs are 
taken by youth or adults in the home, their friends and tradespeople who 
work in homes. “Flushing” them contaminates our waterways. 
We are having a Medication Take Back Event on May 5. We invite you 
to bring your out-of-date and no-longer-needed medications, both opioids 
and others, to church from 10:00- 10:45 before worship. A police officer 
will collect and safely discard them according to the Drug Enforcement 
Agency Rules. This will reduce the risk of someone else misusing your 
medications and will protect our environment. Please help end this crisis 
by bringing your drugs to church for disposal on May 5.

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

General Fund 
2019 Budgeted Offerings                 $813,214 
• Pledged                                        $472,610 
• Non-Pledged                                 $340,604 

Gifts Received (4/21/19) MTD            $45,872 
Needed monthly to meet budget        $67,768 

Gifts Received Year-To-Date           $212,836   
• includes prepaid for 2019               $40,156 

Gifts needed YTD to meet budget   $250,220 
• 26% of budget received YTD           

Special Designated Offerings 
Nickel-a-Meal 
• Month-To-Date                                     $379 
• Year- to- date                                     $1,717 
Memorial Fund        
• MTD                                                   $5,100 
• YTD                                                   $5,575 
Youth Mission Trip  
• MTD                                      $25 
• YTD                                                   $1613 
Easter One Great Hour 
• MTD                                                      $678 
• YTD                                                      $678                            
Montreat Music Conference (YTD)          $740 
Souper Bowl  BCO (YTD)              $368 

Capital Fund 
Gifts Received 2019 Year-To-Date       $1060 

Total Gifts Received 2007-2019   $6,465,803

1 Trisha Gerould 
 Paige Hunter 
 Billy McLean 
 William Stewart 
2 Erin Finnen 
 Corey Israel 
 Josh Monza 
 Cathy Stokes 
 Chrystal Tomblin 
3 Jeff Biggerstaff 
 Cate Johnson 
 Mary Crawford Smallwood  
4 Avery Wise 
5 Grant Hall 
 Mark LeGrand 
 Emily Zarate 
6 Daniel Smith 
 Sharon White 
7 Mackenzie Gerould 
 Beth Hughes 
8 Henry Howe 
 Taylor Jessup 
 Grace Wilson 
 Annie Wolfe 
9 Nick Barringer 
 Mark Biggs 
 Jay Carpenter 
 Bill Carstarphen 
 Amanda Gadd 
 Quin Hall 
9 Luke McMahan 

10 Alex Klassing 
 Bill Sudderth 
11 Samantha Recinella 
 Elle Sudderth 
12 Todd Maultsby 
 Leigh Anne Owen 
13 Deb Clark 
 Marina Fulton 
 Clark Stewart 
 Carol Taylor 
14 Caroline Fite 
 Emmy Fleshood 
 Tyler Lemons 
 Don Sturkey 
15 Jilliana Helton 
 Cameron Rymer 
 Clara Stolz 
16 Margaret Dixon 
 Matt Gregory 
 Kent Nixon 
17 Rosie Burns 
 Mark Presley 
18 Mandi Auten 
 Zach Zellinger 
19 Thais Petiti 
 Taylor Smith 
20 Ashleigh Burns 
 Matt Sherlock 
 Jen Whiteman 
21 Laura Grace Kaufman 
21 Mary Quin Lemond 

22 Jill Kimbirl 
 Makayla Mendy 
23 Bill Blalock 
 Joe Fulton 
24 James Hall 
 Jack McLean 
 Andrew Murray 
25 Daniel Boiter 
 Marshall Rhyne 
 Erin Winchester 
26 James Faulk 
 Elizabeth Tomblyn 
27 Grace Goodwin 
 Judi Lemmon 
 Carrie Minnich 
28 Nancy Bosch 
 Mike Curry 
 Savanna Hancock 
 Jerry Ragan 
 Jessica Westendorf 
29 Leslie McLeod 
30 Michael Gulledge 
 Rod Smallwood 
 Sophie Watson 
31 David W. Cloninger 
 Jay Hixson 
 Liam Miller 
 Charlie Modlin 
 John Pope 

May Birthdays

Happy Easter!
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