
“We are Easter people living in a Good                  
Friday world.” I don’t know to whom I 
should attribute this quote. It’s been used by 
clergy and authors, as a title of books and in 
blogs so often that if there is such a thing as 
“Christian conventional wisdom”, this 
phrase would certainly be it. 

It is easily understood how this world can 
seem more like “Good Friday” than Easter 
morning. Good Friday was a day of                       
darkness and despair, when it seemed like 
evil and death had finally triumphed over 
light and hope, leading those who had                  
followed Jesus to wonder if the man in 
whom they believed was just a fake                        
messiah, after all. While first century                      
Jerusalem was quite different than modern 
America in significant ways, there is still 
much that is the same: suffering,                              
persecution, poverty, ignorance, prejudice, 
oppression, unrest and cynicism. 

We all have “Good Friday” times in our own 
lives, too: addiction, mental illness, financial 
problems, trouble with kids, and trouble with 
marriages; as Scott Peck wrote, “Life is                       
difficult”. I was talking to someone recently 
who was trying to impress upon her daughter 
that every family has their issues. She said, 
“I told her, ‘it doesn’t matter how great they

look on the outside, they have problems, 
too! Everybody does Nobody is perfect!’” 
Life really is difficult!

 So, this is our challenge: to keep the joy 
and hope of Easter alive and real in a 
“Good Friday” world that can so quickly 
wash it away in a tsunami of bad news. It is 
to recognize the world for what it is, but to 
also understand that it will ultimately be 
redeemed, and that God somehow uses all 
things for good, according to God’s                  
purpose.  It is to remember that Jesus came 
to this “Good Friday” world not because 
God hated the world, but because God so 
loved it in the first place. It is, perhaps, the 
great challenge of faith - to not just believe 
in Jesus Christ and the saving power of his 
life, death and resurrection, but to live                 
every single day as if we do. 

Perhaps Martin Luther King, Jr, a man who 
knew much about a “Good Friday” world, 
had sound advice about how one might do 
this. “Take the first step in faith.” he wrote, 
“You don’t have to see the whole staircase, 
just take the first step.”
May we all have just enough faith for that 
first step.

Happy Easter!     

Daria 

Easter People
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Upcoming 
Events

• April 15: “ Early at 
8:30 Outdoors            
Worship” resumes 
Meal with a Mission, 
Congregational 
Breakfast 9:30, NO 
SUNDAY SCHOOL

• April 22 - 4:30: A 
Festival of Hymns-
join together to sing 
favorite old hymns 
and new led by Dr. 
Adam Ward, the    
organ and a brass 
quintet.

• May 6: Children’s 
Ministry Sunday, 
Church Picnic

• May 9: Last Kids        
Central 

• May 27 - June 2:
Young Adult Mission 
Trip to Houston

• June 18 - 22: VBS

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=5t61c1lvj2u75vb2720m43rfc0%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York


Meal With A Mission 
April 15 at 9:30 am

Our “Early at 8:30 Outdoors” worship service                
resumes on April 15 and everyone is invited to 
breakfast between this service and our traditional 
service at 10:30. This “Meal with a Mission” is 
sponsored by the Congregational Life Committee as 
a way for people who attend different services to 
have fellowship, eat terrific food and raise money 
for our youth who are attending the Montreat                
Worship and Music Conference this summer. 

There is no charge to eat but we welcome donations 
that will go towards the cost of the Conference. 
Please RSVP by clicking here or by calling the 
church office (704-825-3357) so we have plenty of 
food. You can make your donation online when you 
RSVP or at the breakfast.  

Menu: baked eggs in puff pastry, cheese potato       
casserole, bacon, french toast casserole, fresh  
strawberries, blueberries and orange slices, yogurt 
and granola, Cheerios with milk, fruit juice and  
coffee.

College Student Exam Survival
The Women’s Fellowship is collecting donations to send 

to each of our 48 college students as they prepare for          

exams.  We sent goody bags in the fall, and for the spring 

we are sending them a donation that they can use to buy 

pizza or coffee from their favorite “eatery” while they are 

studying for exams. If you would like to contribute, see 

Tricia Decker or Lindsay Rhyne before or after worship 

over the next few weeks.  If you write a check, please 

make it out to Tricia Decker.  This will give the students    

a treat to satisfy those late-night munchies during their 

hours of studying.

Anne Hixson and Lindsay Rhyne are hosting a Women’s 

Fellowship Dinner to prepare the cards for the students on 

Thursday April 19, at 7:00 at Lindsay’s home.  If you 

would like to attend, please email Tricia Decker at 

tdecker@carolina.rr.com.  Space is limited, so we will 

reserve a spot for the first 24 women to RSVP.  Please 

reply by April 16 so we can have an accurate headcount. 

Thank you for supporting our college students!

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080d4bafa62aabf49-yard
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=+/y6V8NTCsjPw/Xxkj07wg==&site=91230&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=6572&EventID=155843&sn=91230


Upcoming Events: Children  

FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL & KID CENTRAL

No Sunday School on April 15.

He is Risen: April 1, 8
Chris defiantly refuses to obey his               
mother—until he meets a Son who is 
willing to obey His Father, even if it 
means death! Superbook takes Chris, Joy 
and Gizmo—along with Chris’s mother, 
Phoebe—to Jerusalem, where they                              
meet Mary and her Son, Jesus.                              

Witness the obedience and suffering that led Jesus to the 
cross, and the mighty power of God the Father who raised 
Him from the dead! The children learn what love and               
sacrifice truly mean.

Let My People Go: April 11- 22

Chris, Joy and Gizmo can’t decide which 
adventure is the most thrilling of                      
all-time—until Superbook whisks them 
off to ancient Egypt! They meet                      
Moses—a prince who runs away to               
become a shepherd. Discover how God 
calls him to challenge Pharaoh and lead the Israelites out of 
slavery. Witness the miracles, the plagues, and the parting 
of the Red Sea! The children learn that when God is with 
us, all things are possible!

SAVE THESE DATES

• April 11: special activity with Young at Hearts

• Sunday, May 6: Children’s Ministry Sunday

• Wednesday, May 9: last Kids Central 

Upcoming Events: Youth
SAVE THESE DATES:

• Sunday, May 20: Confirmation Sunday

• Tuesday, May 22: Nashville Team/Parent Dinner 

& meeting

• Thursday May 24: CROSS Team/Parent meeting 
& dinner

• Sunday, June 3: Senior Sunday

• June 18- 22: Vacation Bible School

• July 15- 20: Middle School CROSS Camp

• July 16- 21: High School Mission Trip to       

Nashville

Young Adult Mission Trip to help 
with  Hurricane Relief in 

Houston, Texas
NEW COST per person: $500

(includes airfare, housing and meals)

The church will contribute to the cost of this trip so that                 
par�cipants will only pay $500. Please contact Robin Russell 
(rrussell@fpc-belmont.org) for ques�ons and to register. You 
can also register and pay online by clicking here. There is s�ll 
�me to join in this great opportunity to serve Christ and help 
others!

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=7BbfW0ze4f5oYaeiMcK3rg==&site=91230&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=6572&EventID=145829&sn=91230


STEWARDSHIP UPDATE

General Fund
2018 Budgeted Offerings                 $800,553

Pledged                               $456,444

Non-pledged                        $344,109

Gifts Received (4/1/2018)                  $13,117

Needed weekly to meet budget         $15,395

Gifts Received Month-To-Date           $13,147

Needed monthly to meet budget        $66,713

Gifts Received Year-To-Date           $205,101

pre-paid 2018: $49,856 incl. 

Gifts Needed Year-To-Date 
to Meet Budget                                $200,139

Special Designated Offerings

Nickel-a-Meal

Month-To-Date (Mar)                    $364

Year-To-Date                           $1,388

Souper Bowl (BCO)

Year-To-Date                              $486

One Great Hour

Year-To-Date                              $983

Youth Mission Trip

Year-To-Date                                $30

Financial Peace University

Year-To-Date                                  $0

BCO

Month-To-Date                               $0

Year-To-Date                                  $0

Christmas Joy Offering

Capital Fund

Gifts Received  2018 Year-To-Date     $1,310

Total Gifts Received 2007-2018   $6,461,559

 April Birthdays 
  1  Bella Switzer 
  2  Lynzie Bradley 
      Donna Grant 
  3  Brooke Baird 
      Eli Winchester 
  4  Kayla Smith 
  5  Abby Dawe 
      Savannah Pepin 
  6  Sissy McClellan 
      Jeff McGaha 
  7  Richard Boyce 
      Claire Hux 
      Nancy Robinson 
      Matt Vojvoda 
  8  George Keel 
      Paitra Modlin 
      Del Poovey 
  9  Ben Hamrick 
      Jason Price 
10  Anne Bogen 
      Terri Forsyth 
      Cora Hunter 
      Ruffin Johnson 
      Peggy Sutton 
11  Harper Knowles 
      Jaime Villareal 
12  Andrew Huffstickler 

14  Suzanne Fairbairn 
      Scott Gadd 
      Hank Lineberger 
15  Mary Barron 
      Ainsley VanderMeer 
16  Ellen Davis 
      April Nixon 
      J. P. Young 
17  Wayne Baird 
      Harris Gunter 
18  Parker Hall 
      Shannyn Holder 
18  Austin Lanier 
19 Jim Bansen 
      Lisa Neisler 
      Ethan Shuler 
      Dawn Vojvoda 
20  Aidan DiStefano 
      Brad Moose 
21  Roy Barefoot 
      Lloyd Fulton 
      Jodi Kines 
      Sarah Maultsby 
      Susan Wall 
22  Todd Doane 
      Noah Gadd 
23  Daniel Lane 
      Stephanie McMahan

23  Michael Waskew 
24  Ashley Curry 
      Alexander Hibberd 
      Teddy Hibberd 
      Michael Hibberd 
      Danielle Smallwood 
      Liz Tolley 
25  Jay Hancock 
      Sarah Harris 
      Adrian Miller 
26  Katelyn Jones 
      Andy Leonhardt 
      Deana Murphy 
27  Alex Lemons 
      Louise McCarley 
      Natalie Stump 
28  Mark Elmore 
      Kate Hux 
      Wesley Matthews 
29  Callie Adkins 
      Kailey Lawing 
      Sarah Perry 
      Steve Rankin
30  Graham Kines 
      Cyndi Noles 
      George AnnRatchford 
      Mary Randall Rhyne 


