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Harbinger 
Advent 

Christmas Memories - Old & New Upcoming Events 
• December 2, 10:30 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God.” Isaiah 40:3 

Moravian Love Feast, 
Young at Hearts 
Christmas Luncheon 

One of my favorite Christmas memories 
was in middle school when I attended 
midnight mass with a neighborhood friend 
one Christmas Eve. I went to the 
candlelight service with my family at our 
Presbyterian Church earlier in  the 
evening, then at 11:00 pm, went to the 
Catholic Church with Maryanne. 
It was the first time I had ever been to a 
Catholic Church and the sights and sounds 
and smells of the service were very 
different from my own church; the musical 
liturgy, the pungent fragrance of incense, 
and the soft glow of candles. It was all so 
strange and wonderful to me. 
But what I remember most was afterward, 
walking home down our dark, quiet street. 
Houses that in a few hours would be 
brightly lit with excited children opening 
presents stood still in the cold night air. It 
was as if the whole world was holding its 
breath, waiting in the darkness for the 
birth of the Messiah and for a moment I 
could imagine Mary, Joseph and their 
newborn baby boy “asleep on the hay.” 
Changes in our lives, good and bad, can 
affect how we celebrate Christmas from 

one year to the next. The wonder of 
Christmas is that every year, regardless of 
what is happening in the world or in our 
lives, Mary and Joseph will once again 
make the journey to Bethlehem, the Christ 
child is born, and we rejoice in 
Emmanuel, “God-is-with- us.” 
Come make memories this Advent at the 
church. This Sunday is our “family 
friendly” Moravian Love Feast, when we 
share warm apple cider, Moravian buns 
and light candles during worship. 
December 9 is the children’s Christmas 
Worship Service, followed by the Joy 
Luncheon. On December 16, our Adult 
and Youth choirs will sing “Lessons and 
Carols” and the Live Nativity is at 6:00. 
On Christmas Eve we will have our 
family and traditional services with 
candlelight and communion. 
The whole world is waiting for the birth 
of the Messiah who brings light into the 
darkness of this world and our lives. May 
this Advent give us precious memories of 
waiting and imagining Mary, Joseph and 
their baby boy “asleep on the hay.” 
Blessings- Daria 

• December 9, 10:30 
Children’s Christmas 
Worship, Joy Luncheon 

• December 16, 10:30 
Adult Choir: Lessons 
and Carols 

• December 16, 5:00 
Meet the Live Nativity 
animals, 6:00- 
Production 

• December 19 
11:00: Pre-school 
Christmas Program 
7:00 Weekday School 
Christmas Program 

• December 20 6:00 
College dinner at 
Warner’s House- details 
page 2 

• December 24 
11:00- Family 
Christmas Eve Service, 
Birthday Party for Jesus 
5:30- Candlelight 
Christmas Eve Service 



 

Christmas Eve Worship 
Come to either service and bring your friends and 
family! 
Our Family Service at 11:00 am is about 30 minutes 
long and very informal. There is no nursery and we 
encourage parents to bring their children of every 
age. We sing well-known Christmas carols, read 
scripture, have communion and light candles. 
Children are invited to put plastic animals (we 
provide) in the manger in the front of the church. 
Afterward, we have a birthday party for baby Jesus. 
We gather around a birthday cake, sing happy 
birthday and have small cupcakes. 
This year our Traditional Service at 5:30 will have a 
prelude by a string quartet that will begin at 5:00 as 
the congregation arrives. There will be special music, 
scripture reading, communion and candle lighting. 
There will be a nursery for this service. 

 
 

End of Year Giving 
2018 CHARITABLE GIFTS need to be received by 
the church by Monday, December 31, 2018. Any 
checks received after December 31 will be 
considered a 2019 contribution. A backdated check 
received in 2019 cannot be deducted in 2018. There 
is one exception; checks that are mailed and 
postmarked in 2018 are deductible in 2018 even if 
not received until 2019. 
Jeannie will be in the office until 5:00 pm on 
Monday, December 31. If you need information 
regarding your 2018 contribution record, please feel 
free to call Jeannie. You can also use the outdoor 
mailbox at the entrance to Sam’s office for dropping 
off your donations. 

 
 

Advent at 
First Presbyterian Church 

Belmont 
Sunday, November 25: Deck the Halls, Blue 
Christmas Service 

• 2:00- Decorate the church for Christmas. 

• 5:00- Blue Christmas Service: harp music, 
prayer, scripture, candle lighting 

• BCO Angels: Pick out an angel and give 
Christmas gifts to a needy child- ends 
December 3. 

Sunday, December 2: First Sunday of Advent 
• 10:30- The Moravian Love Feast: family friendly 

service during which we serve warm apple juice 
and Moravian buns. There will be special music 
and the lighting of Moravian candles. 

• 11:30- Young at Hearts Annual Christmas 
Luncheon at the home of Tad and Anne Hixson. 
RSVP to Beth Geddis (704-825-4707). 

Sunday, December 9: Second Sunday of Advent 
• 10:30- Children’s Christmas Worship Service. 

• 11:30- The Joy Luncheon: covered dish in the 
Fellowship Hall. The church provides chicken. 

Sunday, December 16: Third Sunday of Advent 
• 10:30- Sanctuary, Youth Choirs sing Lessons and 

Carols, with Hand Bells 
• 5:00- Visit the animals in our Live Nativity. 

• 6:00- The Live Nativity. In case of rain, the Live 
Nativity will be in the Sanctuary. 

Monday, December 24: Christmas Eve 
• 11:00- Family Christmas Eve Service- a 30 

minute service with Christmas carols, 
communion and candle-lighting. Children put 
plastic animals (provided) in the creche with 
baby Jesus. Afterward, we share a birthday cake 
for Jesus. No nursery. 

• 5:30- Traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service: special Christmas music, communion, 
scripture and candle lighting. 

Sunday, December 30: First Sunday of Christmas 
• 10:30- Covenant Renewal Service. Nursery for 

worship. No Sunday School. 



 

 
 

Joy Luncheon 

Upcoming Events - Children & Youth 
CHILDREN 
Family Sunday School: 9:30- the Chapel 
December 2, 16, 23 
December 9- No Family Sunday School- practice 

 
 

December 12: 
Bethlehem Bound! 

Christmas play 

Kids Central 
December 7: practice Children’s 
December 9: Children’s Christmas Worship 
Children 1st- 5th grade meet in the sanctuary for 
practice at 9:30. The children will assist in worship 
at 10:30. Be sure to invite your friends and relatives 
to stay for the Joy Luncheon after worship! 

We will have a regular Kids Central, 
then families are invited to join us at 
6:00 for pizza, drinks and dessert. 
We’ll be Bethlehem Bound after 
dinner as we hear the Nativity Story, 
do drumming and say good-bye to 
Mary and Joseph as they leave for 

Bethlehem. 

 

YOUTH 
Sunday, December 2: No Supper 
• 5:00- Middle School meet to go to McAdenville lights 
• 6:30- High School meet to go to McAdenville lights 

Sunday, December 9: Regular Schedule 
• 5:00 Middle School shop for CHES gifts 
• 6:00- Supper 
• 6:30- High School shop for CHES gifts 

Sunday, December 16 
• 11:30- all youth go for fast food lunch immediately after 

worship, then caroling to some in our congregation 
• 2:00- All youth encouraged to see SPHS production of A 

Christmas Carol 
• 5:00- meet animals of the Live Nativity, 
• 6:00- the production 

 
 

Sunday, December 23: No Sunday School 
instead, gather together for a social in the church. No 
youth activities in the evening. 

Monday, December 24: Christmas Eve 
11:00- Family Service and celebrate Jesus’ birthday 
with a cake 
5:30- Candlelight Christmas Eve service 

Tuesday, December 25- Merry Christmas! 
Sunday, December 30- No Sunday 
School, instead gather at the church for a social, 
No evening activities 

 
 

 
 

 

 

We will have our annual Joy Luncheon on Sunday, 
December 9. The church will supply fried chicken, drinks 
and utensils. Please bring a side dish that feeds your family 
and a few more people. 
December 9 is our Children’s Christmas Worship Service, 
so please bring any extended family or friends that come 
with you to worship- everyone is invited! 

Come to our family friendly 

Moravian Love Feast 
December 2 during our 10:30 am service 

with warm apple cider, Moravian buns, 
and candle lighting 



 

College Dinner 
College students home on Christmas 
break are invited to come to dinner on 
December 20 at 6:00 pm at Sam and 
Mary Warner’s house at 205 Belwood 
Drive. 

Weekday School 
Assistant Director Search 
We are searching for an Assistant 
Director for the Weekday School. The 
preferred candidate would have a 
Bachelor of Science in Education with 
teaching or child care experience. If 
you know anyone who may interested, 
please contact Margaret Packard, 
margaretbpackard@yahoo.com 

 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

General Fund 
2018 Budgeted Offerings $800,553 

• Pledged $469,344 
• Non-pledged $331,209 

Gifts Received (11/25) $12,705 
Needed weekly to meet budget $15,395 

 
 
 
 

Alpha Marriage Course 
 
 
 
 
 

Gifts Needed YTD to meet budget $723,579 
• Under Budget YTD ($150,181) 

Special Designated Offerings 
Nickel-a-Meal 

• Month-To-Date $394 
Souper Bowl (YTD)  $0 

One Great Hour (YTD) $0 

Youth Mission Trip (YTD) $100 

College/Young Adult Mission Trip 
• Year-To-Date $0 

Hurricane Relief 
• Month-to-Date $1,972 

Financial Peace University (YTD)  $0 

Columbarium (YTD)  $0 

Kid Central Mission Project $0 

VBS Mission Project $0 
 

Capital Fund 
Gifts Received 2018 Year-To-Date $4,325 
Total Gifts Received 2007-2018   $6,464,624 

how long you’ve been married, or if your marriage 
is strong or struggling. 

 
How the Marriage Course Works 

You share a candle lit dinner for two, listen to 
practical talks, discuss specific topics and grow in 
understanding of each other. There is no group work 
and you will not be asked to share with anyone other 
than your partner. Topics include building a strong 

foundation, communication, resolving conflict, forgiveness, family past and 
present, nurturing intimacy and love in action. 

 
Details 

When: Sunday, January 13- March 3 except February 3 
Time: 5:00- 7:00 
Cost: $65.00 per couple 
Facilitators: Sam Warner and Daria Ragan 
The course is limited to 10 couples. 
Childcare available upon request. 
Click here for more information and to register or contact Daria Ragan, 
dragan@fpc-belmont.org 

Gifts Received Month-To-Date $52,429  

Needed monthly to meet budget $66,713 A strong, loving and life-long relationship doesn’t happen by chance. It 
Gifts Received Year-To-Date $573,398 takes effort and dedication to keep the romance alive. The Marriage 
• includes prepaid for 2018 $49,856 Course is for couples who want to invest in their relationship, no matter 
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