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When Does Christmas Really Begin? Upcoming Events 
• December 16,  
 5:00 Meet the Live  
 Nativity animals  
 6:00- Production 
• December 19 

11:00: Pre-school 
Christmas Program 
7:00 Weekday School 
Christmas Program 

• December 20 6:00 
College dinner at 
Warner’s House- details 
page 2 

• December 23: No 
Sunday School- 
fellowship before 
worship at 10:30 

• December 24 
11:00- Family 
Christmas Eve Service, 
Birthday Party for Jesus 
5:30- Candlelight 
Christmas Eve Service 

• December 30: No 
Sunday School, 
Covenant Renewal 
service at 10:30 

•  January 9: Kids 
Central and Family 
Night Supper resume                     

When does Christmas really begin for 
you?  When you hear the first carol of the 
season?  When the last relative or friend 
comes bustling inside complaining about 
heavy traffic and raw weather on the way to 
the annual meal or holiday gathering 
around a table overflowing with food and a 
crackling fire burning not far away?  When 
you begin shopping for presents, or you find  
“the gift” for the most important person on 
your list? When you actually pause to 
admire the green shimmering tree in the 
living room or den radiant with lights and 
each ornament with a story to tell?  Or is 
when you hear those familiar words of The 
Christmas Story that begins, “In those days 
a decree went out from Caesar Augustus 
that all the world should be enrolled.  This 
was the first enrollment, when Quirinius 
was governor of Syria.” (Luke 2:1-2)  
Twenty-three years ago I preached my first 
Christmas Eve sermon entitled “The Year 
Christmas Really Began.”  I will probably 
revisit it this year on December 24th at 
5:30 and no doubt “lose it” should I share 
the many beginnings of Christmas I have 
experienced over 60 years:  (1) the journey 
to my grandparents house as a young child 
for my father’s birthday on December 23rd 

and the taste of grandmommy Violet’s 
Moravian apple and lemon cake; (2) 
Christmas parties at the Forsyth County 
Boys & Girls Club my high school Key 
Club organized and planned each year; or 
(3) midnight communion downtown at 
Winston-Salem’s First Baptist Church the 
one year my “saintly” grandmother Bea 
agreed to serve the bread and the cup even 
though she never felt worthy to allow 
herself nominated to be a deacon.   
My grandparents now cheer for me in 
heaven ... joined this year by my mother 
and so many others you may be thinking of 
while reading these words. Weather has 
uncharacteristically forced adjustment to 
our December schedules making us pause 
and stay home when we had planned to be 
breathlessly shopping and traveling and 
entertaining and worshipping. And joined 
to these circumstances are the unexpected 
and surprising ways the joys and sorrows 
of life have become “thin places” for me 
personally – when the barrier between 
heaven and earth fades and prompts me not 
to give up because I now understand more 
deeply how “faith is the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction of things 
not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) (cont on page 2) 

Advent

https://www.fpc-belmont.org/calendar-events/


 

(cont from page 1) When does Christmas really begin 
for you?  Or has it not yet begun, for whatever reason?  
Let me suggest Christmas really begins not only for you, 
but for all of us when we remember “the bitter and the 
sweet” in our lives cannot overwhelm the message of 
faith in its purest and most simple form as spoken by the 
angels: “Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you good 
news of a great joy which will come to all people; for to 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
Christ the Lord....  ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace and good will to all people!’”  (Luke 
2:10-11, 14) 

Merry Christmas! 

Advent at 
First Presbyterian Church 

Belmont 
Sunday, November 25: Deck the Halls, Blue 
Christmas Service 

• 2:00- Decorate the church for Christmas.

• 5:00- Blue Christmas Service: harp music,
prayer, scripture, candle lighting

• BCO Angels: Pick out an angel and give
Christmas gifts to a needy child- ends
December 3.

Sunday, December 2: First Sunday of Advent 
• 10:30- The Moravian Love Feast: family friendly

service during which we serve warm apple juice
and Moravian buns. There will be special music
and the  lighting of Moravian candles.

• 11:30- Young at Hearts Annual Christmas
Luncheon at the home of Tad and Anne Hixson.
RSVP to Beth Geddis (704-825-4707).

Sunday, December 9: Second Sunday of Advent 
• 10:30- Children’s Christmas Worship Service

moved to Wednesday, December 12

Sunday, December 16: Third Sunday of Advent 
• 10:30- Sanctuary, Youth Choirs sing Lessons and

Carols, with Hand Bells

• 11:30- The Joy Luncheon: covered dish in the
Fellowship Hall. The church provides chicken.

• 5:00- Visit the animals in our Live Nativity.

• 6:00- The Live Nativity. In case of rain, the Live
Nativity will be in the Sanctuary.

Monday, December 24: Christmas Eve 
• 11:00- Family Christmas Eve Service- a 30

minute service with Christmas carols,
communion and candle-lighting. Children put
plastic animals (provided) in the creche with
baby Jesus. Afterward, we share a birthday cake
for Jesus. No nursery.

• 5:30- Traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service: special Christmas music, communion,
scripture and candle lighting.

Sunday, December 30: First Sunday of Christmas 
• 10:30- Covenant Renewal Service. Nursery for

worship. No Sunday School.

Christmas Eve Worship
Come to either service and bring your friends and 
family! 
Our Family Service at 11:00 am is about 30 minutes 
long and very informal. There is no nursery and we 
encourage parents to bring their children of every age. 
We sing well-known Christmas carols, read scripture, 
have communion and light candles. Children are invited 
to put plastic animals (we provide) in the manger in the 
front of the church. Afterward, we have a birthday party 
for baby Jesus. We gather around a birthday cake, sing 
happy birthday and have small cupcakes. 
Our Traditional Service at 5:30 will have a prelude by 
a string quartet that will begin at 5:10. There will be 
special music by our Sanctuary, Youth and College 
Student (former Youth members) choirs, along with 
scripture reading, communion and candle lighting. There 
will be a nursery for this service.  

End of Year Giving
2018 CHARITABLE GIFTS need to be received by the 
church by Monday, December 31, 2018.  Any checks 
received after December 31 will be considered a 2019 
contribution. A backdated check received in 2019 cannot 
be deducted in 2018. There is one exception; checks that 
are mailed and postmarked in 2018 are deductible in 
2018 even if not received until 2019.  
Jeannie will be in the office until 5:00 pm on Monday, 
December 31. If you need information regarding your 
2018 contribution record, please feel free to call Jeannie.  
You can also use the outdoor mailbox at the entrance to 
Sam’s office for dropping off your donations.   



 

Family Sunday School: 9:30- the Chapel 
• December 16: the Nativity 
• December 23: NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
• December 30: NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

January 9: Kids Central & Family Night Supper 
Resume  

Upcoming Events - Children & Youth 
CHILDREN  

YOUTH  
Sunday, December 16 
• After lunch, all High School Youth go shopping at 

12:30 for our Catawba Heights children’s Christmas 
presents. Return about 1:30. 

• 2:00- All youth encouraged to see SPHS production of A 
Christmas Carol 

• 5:00 No Middle School Youth due to the Live Nativity 
• 5:00- visit the animals, hot chocolate 
• 6:00- the production 

Thursday, December 20: Confirmands 
Feed the Children- meet at the church at 10:30 to help 
assemble and deliver meals. Dutch treat lunch at 

Simonetti’s afterward. Mentors are invited; 
confirmands come even if your mentor can’t make it. 

Sunday, December 23: No Sunday School 
instead, gather together for a social in the church. No 
youth activities in the evening. 

Monday, December 24: Christmas Eve 
11:00- Family Service and celebrate Jesus’ birthday 
with a cake 
5:30- Candlelight Christmas Eve service 
Sunday, December 30- No Sunday 
School, gather at the church for a social instead. 
No evening activities.

Annual Joy Luncheon 
The Joy Luncheon has been rescheduled to Sunday, 
December 16 after worship.  
The church will supply fried chicken, drinks and utensils. 
Please bring a side dish that feeds your family and a few 
more people.  
Everyone is welcome, so please bring any extended family 
or friends who come with you to worship!

College Dinner 
College students home on Christmas break are invited to 
come to dinner on December 20 at 6:00 pm at Sam and 
Mary Warner’s house at 205 Belwood Drive. 

Learn to 
Play the 
Carillon 
A carillon class for 
beginners will form 
in January 2019 and 
meet for ten sessions 
t h r o u g h M a r c h .  
Students must have 
basic music reading 
skills and be in 

Middle School or above. Those interested in further 
information or to register for the class are invited to 
meet with Mary McFarland in the tower following 
worship on Sunday January 6th.  At this time a brief 
introduction to this unique instrument will be given 
and there will be a schedule discussion.  Anyone 
under 18 must be accompanied by an adult to the 
meeting.  



Alpha Marriage Course
The Marriage Course is for couples who want to invest 
in their relationship, no matter how long you’ve been 
married, or if your marriage is strong or struggling. 

How the Marriage Course Works 
You share a candle lit dinner for two, listen to practical 

talks, discuss specific topics and grow in understanding of each other. 
There is no group work and you will not be asked to share with anyone 
other than your partner. Topics include building a strong foundation, 
communication, resolving conflict, forgiveness, family past and present, 
nurturing intimacy and love in action. The course is limited to 10 couples. 
Childcare can be provided upon request. 

Details 
When: Sunday, January 13- March 3; except February 3 
Time: 5:00- 7:00 
Cost: $65.00 per couple 
Facilitators: Sam Warner and Daria Ragan 
Click here for more information and to register or contact Daria Ragan, 
dragan@fpc-belmont.org

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
General Fund 
2018 Budgeted Offerings                 $800,553 

• Pledged                               $469,344 
• Non-pledged                        $331,209 

Gifts Received (12/11)                       $18,962 
Needed weekly to meet budget         $15,395 

Gifts Received Month-To-Date           $35,236 
Needed monthly to meet budget        $66,713 

Gifts Received Year-To-Date           $610,539 
•  includes prepaid for 2018              $49,856 

Gifts Needed YTD to meet budget  $754,370 
• Under Budget YTD                     ($143,831) 

Special Designated Offerings 
Nickel-a-Meal 

• Month-To-Date                                $0 

• Year- to- date                           $4,336 

Souper Bowl (YTD)        $486 

One Great Hour (YTD)      $1333 

Youth Mission Trip (YTD)        $408 

College/Young Adult Mission Trip  
• Year-To-Date                               $550 

Hurricane Relief  
• Month-to-Date                         $4,534 

Financial Peace University  (YTD)          $735 

Columbarium (YTD)                             $1,050 

Kid Central Mission Project                     $513 

VBS Mission Project                               $773 

Local Outreach                                       $500 

Capital Fund 
Gifts Received 2018 Year-To-Date      $4,425 
Total Gifts Received 2007-2018   $6,464,674

Christmas Mission Opportunities 
Feed the Children 
Some children in our area depend on the breakfast and lunch they eat at 
school for their daily nourishment. When school is not in session, these 
children go hungry. We will deliver lunch to children during Christmas 
Break to children who attend Catawba Heights and Lowell Elementary 
Schools. We will deliver on 8 days (listed below) on 4 routes each day.  
Volunteers arrive at First Presbyterian Church at 10:30am to pick up meals 
and detailed maps with the delivery route. Delivery takes about 1 hour. You 
can volunteer for as many or as few days as you can. Please click here to 
volunteer, annehixson717@gmail.com.  Thank you! 

DELIVERY DATES: 

Family Promise 
Family Promise will stay in the Ford House beginning this Sunday, 
December 16 through December 23. The Pointe Church is hosting but they 
need additional volunteers. This is obviously one of the busiest times of the 
year but also one during which your volunteering can be all the more 
meaningful. Most shifts to volunteer are 1 1/2- 2 hours. There will be 
children who are ages 1 month, 1 year old, 4 years old, 8 years old, and 9 
years old. Please click here to volunteer, boycex6@gmail.com.  

• Thursday, December 27 
• Friday, December 28 
• Monday, December 31 
• Tuesday, January 1  

• Thursday, December 20 
• Friday, December 21 
• Monday, December 24 
• Wednesday, December 26 
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