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Stewardship In Action
The Director of our 2017 Living Nativity, Dana Frady, reflects on the production and 
why it was really all about stewardship and ministry. 
I was thrilled when the Worship Committee 
asked me, after the 2016 Living Nativity, to 
coordinate the planning of the Living 
Nativity again for Christmas 2017 instead of 
waiting 3 years later as was our tradition. 
One of the joys of the 2016 Living Nativity 
was how so many others not involved in the 
Living Nativity before wanted to be 
involved. I hoped to build on the 
involvement of others in 2017 and the 
Worship Committee agreed. At that point, the 
outreach for new participants was to ensure 
that more than a few people understood how 
to plan and implement the event so that the 
event will be sustainable in the future. It was 
more about logistics, sharing the work, 
delegating, etc.  
Fast forward to December 12, 2017. I was 
sitting in my sewing studio compiling an 
email to the cast and crew regarding the 
schedule for the following Sunday. I was 
overcome by an incredible feeling of 
gratitude and an understanding that this event 
is more than an event. It is a ministry to our 

church and to the community. Sam speaks 
so often about bringing church outside of 
the church walls in unconventional ways. 
This is what we were doing. And then I 
started thinking about our stewardship 
campaign that we just completed and the 
number of volunteers involved in this one 
event. I started counting and that night 
counted 60 individuals who were 
involved with the Living Nativity! I had 
not considered everyone at that point but 
went on to realize how many individuals 
served in this ministry opportunity. While 
things were not always perfect and there 
were frustrations along the way, I like to 
think of this event as the model example 
of church stewardship in action. 
Working behind the scenes is just as 
important as being on “stage”. Those who 
attended the Living Nativity only saw the 
cast, telling the story of Jesus’ birth. On 
December 9th, and group of men and 
women came together to build the crèche. 

(Continued on page 2)  

Upcoming 
Events 

• January 15: 7:00 
pm- Martin Luther 
King Jr. Unity Service 
at Belmont 
Foursquare Church. 
Our own Edwin 
Forest will lead the 
Lord’s Prayer 

• January 21: 10:30- 
Worship Service and 
Reception celebrating 
the 25th anniversary 
of Sam Warner’s 
Ordination. 

• January 28- March 
18 except February 
4: 5:00-7:00- The 
Marriage Course 

• February 14: 
Pancake Supper and 
Ash Wednesday 
service 6:30

https://www.fpc-belmont.org/church-calendar/


 

Alpha Marriage Course
The Marriage Course is for couples who want to invest in their 

relationship, no matter how long you’ve been 
married, or if your marriage is strong or struggling. 

How the Marriage Course Works 
You share a candle lit dinner for two, listen to 
practical talks, discuss specific topics and grow 
in understanding of each other. There is no 

group work and you will not be asked to share with anyone 
other than your partner. Topics include building a strong 
foundation, communication, resolving conflict, forgiveness, 
family past and present, nurturing intimacy and love in 
action. 

Details 
When: Sunday, January 28- March 18 except February 4 
Time: 5:00- 7:00 
Cost: $65.00 per couple 
Facilitators:  Sam Warner and Daria Ragan 
The course is limited to 10 couples. 
Childcare available upon request. 
Click here for more information and to register or 
contact Daria Ragan, dragan@fpc-belmont.org

Join us for a Worship Service 
celebrating the  

25th Anniversary 

of the Ordination of 

Samuel P. Warner 

to the 
Ministry of Word and Sacrament 

Sunday, January 21, 2018 
10:30 am 

Reception following the service 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Unity Service
This year’s Unity Service will be held at Belmont 
Foursquare Church on Monday, January 15 at 7:00 
pm. Our own Edwin Forrest will lead the Lord’s 
Prayer. All are invited to this special service.

(Continued from page 1) The costumes were first 
meticulously inventoried and organized by two 
incredible women and two other women managed the 
costume assignments, preparation, and collection. An 
incredible woman recruited college guys home for 
the holidays to move the heavy platforms for the 
angels, and then others assisted her in creating and 
setting up the set. Three young women served as 
stage crew. The planning committee met, emailed, 
met, and emailed numerous times to ensure the 
logistics were covered. Two men handled the animals 
on the night of the event and many volunteers 
assisted with clean up. A young woman in high 
school choreographed the angel dance and rehearsed 
with them numerous times. The sound and lights 
were expertly set up and were run by two great men.  
There is no room for turf issues in stewardship and 
ministry. Working together is key. There were 
numerous church committees and groups involved in 
this event, not just the Worship Committee. The 
Living Nativity planning committee consulted the 
Property Committee to build the crèche. The Deacons 
provided volunteers to assist with parking and seating 
as people entered the area. They also provided the 
stage crew with the use of the walkie-talkies. The 
Fellowship Committee provided the snacks. In 
addition to church groups, there were outside groups 
that collaborated with us. The Boy Scouts covered 
the cost for hot chocolate and served it to the 
attendees. The City of Belmont loaned the bleachers 
to provide ample seating.  
Stewardship and ministry is for all ages. This was an 
opportunity for intergenerational participation. The 
youngest participant was 4 and the oldest…well I’m 
not sure but in retirement age! Whole families 
participated together giving them something they can 
reflect on together for years to come.  
I pray, as we embark on future Living Nativities and 
other ministry opportunities, that we will reflect on 
Living Nativity 2017 and the incredible service of 
over 100 people! 
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Upcoming Events: 
Children 
COMMUNICANT AND ACOLYTE CLASSES 
During Kid Central- January 24- February 14 
Communicant Class: 3rd Graders 
Daria Ragan teaches third graders about the Lord’s 
Supper in preparation for their first communion. They 
will learn what the Lord’s Supper means, glaze clay 
chalices and how to carry the elements for 
communion. They will be recognized during our Ash 
Wednesday service on February 14. Contact Daria 
Ragan (dragan@fpc-belmont.org) if you want your 
child to be in this year’s Communicant Class. 

Acolyte Class: 4th Graders 
Sam Warner teaches fourth graders about worship; the 
different parts of our sanctuary and our worship 
services and how to light and extinguish the candles 
in all our worship services in the sanctuary. They will 
also be recognized and commissioned to be acolytes 
during the Ash Wednesday service. Contact Daria 
Ragan  (dragan@fpc-belmont.org) to add your 4th 
grader to this year’s Acolyte Class. 

FAMILY SUNDAY SCHOOL & KID CENTRAL 
January 14- 21: The Prodigal Son 
• Bible Story: Luke 15: 1-7, 11-32 
• Superverses: Psalm 86:5, Revelation 3:20 

Upcoming Events: Youth 
Sunday, January 21 Schedule  
• 9:30 am: Sunday School 
• 10:30 am: worship 
• 3:00 pm: Winter Jam participants meet at church 
• 10:30 pm: Winter Jam participants lock-in at church. 

February 4: Super Bowl Sunday 
All youth and their families are invited to a crock-pot lunch 
and detailed information session for 2018. Please bring a 
crock-pot of soup, chili or something else. Afterward, the 
youth will break into small groups for a canned food 
competition. Food collected will be donated to the BCO. 
We will return to the church by 2:00. No evening youth. 

Friday, February 9: Night To Shine 
Sponsored by the Tim Tebow Foundation to offer an 
unforgettable prom night centered on God’s love for people 
with special needs. Be a part of this great night! See Robin 
to register for training ASAP. 

Sunday March 4: Youth Sunday 
All youth needed! After worship CROSS Team members 
and Nashville Team members, chaperones and families will 
have lunch in the Fellowship Hall. All members strongly 
encouraged to attend. 
IMPORTANT DEADLINES 
• January 17: 180 Weekend registration. Click here. 
• January 21: Winter Jam Registration. Click here. 
• February 15: Next payment due for mission trips

Let’s Talk Together
The Pastor with Middle School Parents 
Confirmation in the Presbyterian Church is an invitation for young people to claim Christian Faith personally.  In our 
congregation, this occurs during the Middle School years culminating with 8th Graders exploring a variety of subjects 
during Sunday School while paired through the year with adult mentors to help them understand the meaning of “a 
relationship with Jesus Christ.” 
For the remainder of the current school year (January through May), I invite all 6th, 7th and 8th Grade Middle School 
parents to join me during Sunday School to share in a time of intentional discussion, and to focus on a parent’s role in 
helping a young teenager gain the most from “The Confirmation Experience.” 
“LET’S TALK TOGETHER” will draw from a variety of sources to help us understand the opportunity and 
challenge of the Middle School years for shaping and establishing a young person’s foundational beliefs and life 
convictions. We will read excerpts from current studies dealing with the question of 21st Century Youth and Christian 
Faith, such as Growing Young: 6 Essential Strategies to Help Young People Discover and Love Your Church (2016); 
100 Things Every Child Should Know before Confirmation (2015); and The Confirmation Project (2016-17).  

No question will be out-of-bounds and every Middle School parent is invited.  Please join me!    Sam    
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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
General Fund 
2017 Budgeted Offerings                 $734,969 

• Pledged                               $450,310 
• Non-pledged                        $284,659 

Gifts Received (12/31/17)                  $24,632 
Needed weekly to meet budget         $14,134 

Gifts Received Month-To-Date         $153,979 
Needed monthly to meet budget        $61,247 

Gifts Received Year-To-Date           $747,960 
• pre-paid 2017: $39,711 
• pre-paid 2018: $49,856  

Gifts Needed Year-To-Date  
to Meet Budget                                $734,969 

Over Budget Year-To-Date                $12,991 

Special Designated Offerings 
Nickel-a-Meal 

• Month-To-Date                           $480 
• Year-To-Date                           $4,974 

Souper Bowl (BCO) 
• Year-To-Date                              $701 

Heifer Project  
• Year-To-Date                              $575 

Mi Escuela 
• Year-To-Date                              $100 

One Great Hour 
• Year-To-Date                              $926 

Christmas Joy Offering                      
• Year-To-Date                            $1099 

Carillon Fund 
• Year-To-Date                         $10,327 

Youth Mission Trip 
• Year-To-Date                           $3,310 

Hurricane Relief 
• Year-To-Date                           $9,822 

Financial Peace University  
• Year-To-Date                              $747 

BCO  
• Month-To-Date                        $2,023 
• Year-To-Date                           $2,043 

Capital Fund 
Gifts Received  2017 Year-To-Date     $5,980 
Total Gifts Received 2007-2017   $6,460,223

2017 Taxes
You should receive your 2017 
Contribution Statement from the 
church around the third week of 
January. Don’t file your taxes without it 
or a written statement from the church 
acknowledging your contribution. If 
you have any questions, please contact 
Jeannie in the church office.

Winter Coat Drive Update
During the month of December our congregation responded 
enthusiastically to a winter coat drive organized by Cate Johnson, one of 
our youth. The coats were donated to the Belmont Community 
Organization, a non-profit ministry that provides emergency help to 
needy families in Belmont. The coats were taken to the BCO just before 
the recent week of bitterly cold weather, so there were plenty to give out- 
and the BCO did it in a unique way. The coats were hung outside on a 
fence and a coat rack for anyone to take for free, no questions asked. All 
but a few were taken. President of the BCO, Marty Barnes extends her 
thanks to our congregation and especially to Cate Johnson for organizing 
the coat drive. Many people who did not have appropriate clothing were 
warm and dry because of of Cate’s good work and our congregation’s 
good response. Thank you!

Some of our Kid Central kids 
took all the baby supplies we 
donated to the Florence Crittenton 
Home for mothers and babies in 
Charlotte last week. These were 
our symbolic gifts to Jesus, just as 
the Wise Men took him gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.




