
Early At 8:30 Outdoors 
 

Raising the Flag  8:30 a.m. 

Prelude Sailing Christopher Cross (4:18) 

Call to Worship and Prayer  Psalm 23 
Introit Maker of the Wind                               Big Daddy Weave (4:30) 

 

1) Dark skies overhead and I remember when You said,  2)   When trouble finds me, sneaks up behind me,  

  that You would never leave.    it trips me up and it makes me fall. 

 Rough waters all around,    But when I’m broken, 

  but here I am on solid ground,    then You remind me, 

  as You reach down to me.                                            that You have overcome it all. 

 And if You are on my side, whom shall I fear?   And if You are on my side, whom shall I fear?   

                   Refrain 

  Refrain:     

 And I know the Maker of the wind,     3) You know the number of my days. 

  the Master of the waves,       and what I need to understand. 

  Forgiver of my sin.     God I can trust in You   

 And I know the One who holds my hope  as long as I can say...   

   so I won’t be afraid                  Refrain 

  when storms come blowing in.          
 I know the Maker of the wind.             So let the wind blow.                                                               

 

         

Prayer of Confession 

God of saving love, we confess the weakness of our faith.  When danger lurks, we focus more on 

the threat than upon You, our hope.  We call on You anxiously, not confidently.  We forget Your 

promised power.  Lord, help our unbelief!  In Your mercy, forgive us.  May we claim Your power 

in love and trust, living freely and joyfully in the security of Your eternal love granted through 

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Words of Pardon                                                                                                                                                                    
   Leader:   Friends, believe the good news of the gospel! 

   People:     In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God! 
 

Welcome – Announcements   

Children’s Sermon 
Minute for Stewardship Giving Wind, Sailing Hearts, Treasures Found Matthew 6:19-21  
Offertory Bridge Over Troubled Waters Simon & Garfunkel (4:52)  

Prayer of Dedication 
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors; And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Prayer for Illumination and Scripture  Matthew 8:23-27  
Sermon “From Windless Waters to Sailing Hearts” Sam Warner  

 

*Affirmation of Faith The Apostles' Creed  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only 

Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 

body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

*Charge and Benediction and Passing the Peace of Christ   
  The Peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you. 

*Lowering the Flag  Troop 62 9:15 a.m. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

*Please stand as you are able. 



 

Today 
 

 Welcome to First Presbyterian Church!  We especially welcome all guests and visitors and invite you to sign 

the Friendship Pad with your address, phone number, email address and any other contact information.    

 Today is the Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost.  The Liturgical color for the Sundays following Pentecost and 

leading up to the beginning of Advent (November 27, 2016) is Green.   
 

 Today is the third Sunday of Stewardship Season as we look back on our ministry of sharing time, talent and                     

treasure in 2017 and look forward in preparation for 2018 reflecting on “Giving Wind, Sailing Hearts, Treasures 

Found”. Justin Amos will offer the Minute for Stewardship. 
 

A Congregational Meeting in the Fellowship Hall immediately preceeded Worship at 10:30 this morning to 

elect elders and deacons to the Class of 2020. The Nominating Committee nominated the following individuals:  
 

   Elders                   Deacons 
 Bill Blalock  Kathleen Boyce  Justin Amos  Kevin Cline  

 Tricia Decker  Laura Fuller  Bill Faulk  Trisha Gerould  

 Beth Geddis  John Kines  Kristen Henriksen Kristin Monza 

                      Chip Rhoden 
             

 A Special Offering is being received during October for those recovering from recent hurricanes, earthquakes 

and forest fires.  Please use the Offering envelopes in the pew racks and mark the envelope and/or memo of all checks, 

“Disaster Relief.” 

Wednesdays 
 

 Men’s Midweek Fellowship meets this Wednesday at Caravan Coffee (7:15-7:45 a.m.).   
  

 Kids Central for 4 year olds through 5th Graders begins in the Fellowship Hall every Wednesday afternoon at 

4:30.  Information is available at the “Connect Center” in the Gathering Area or you may register on the church website  

 Family Night Suppers in the Fellowship Hall are Wednesdays at 6 p.m.  The meal is open to everyone.  The 

cost is $5/adult and $3/child (children 2 and under are free; $20 maximum per family if paying at the door) with                           

reservations needed by Monday noon.  Menu: chicken fingers, green beans, macaroni & cheese and banana pudding. 

 

 The Pastor’s Discussion Group continues this Wednesday, October 25 at 6:30 p.m. in the Conference Room as 

we continue our discussion of Weird Church: Welcome to the 21st Century (2016) by Beth Ann Estock and Paul Nixon. 

 

 High School Youth Bible Study meets every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the Ford House to discuss the book 

More Than a Carpenter by Josh McDowell and Sean McDowell.    
 

 Moms Connect meets biweekly on Wednesday evenings with the next meeting this Wednesday, October 25 at 

6:30 p.m. in the Multipurpose Room. Childcare is provided. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 Young Life for Stuart Cramer High School meets in our Scout Hut every Tuesday evening at 7:00 p.m.  

  

 Community Bible Study meets every Thursday evening in our church at 6:30 p.m. 
 

 Habitat for Humanity Build Day for our church is this Saturday, October 28 beginning at 8 a.m. with Gaston 

Area Presbyterians (GAP).  We will provide refreshments and lunch for those participating in construction at the site: 

223 Tanner Street, Gastonia.  To help, contact David Minnich or Sue Johnson (704-650-8472; sjjohn651@gmail.com). 
 

 Trunk-or-Treat and BBQ will be Sunday, October 29 at 5 p.m. by the Scout Hut with the meal prepared by 

Susan & Jeff Biggerstaff along with a bonfire to roast s’mores for dessert.  Our Youth Group will conduct a silent “Cake 

Auction” to support their various Mission Projects this school year, and children are invited to come dressed in costume 

with a Bible verse ready to recite to receive candy.  We encourage all Adults and Youth to decorate their cars for the 

“Trunk-or-Treaters” and come in a costume if so desired.  There is no charge, but RSVP to the church: 
 

(www.fpc-belmont.org/registrations-forms-reservations; or call 704-825-3357). 

Church Program Ministry Staff 
 

The Rev. Samuel P. Warner (swarner@fpc-belmont.org), Pastor 
The Rev. Daria L. Ragan (dragan@fpc-belmont.org), Associate Pastor 

Dongho Lee (dlee@fpc-belmont.org), Music Ministries Director 

Robin H. Russell (rrussell@fpc-belmont.org), Christian Education Director 
Allie Minnich (minnichallie@gmail.com), Christian Education Assistant 

Jenny Johnson (jjohnson@fpc-belmont.org), Weekday School Director 

Teri Conway (tconway@fpc-belmont.org), Weekday School Assistant Director 
 

First Presbyterian Church       102 South Central Avenue 

Church Administrative and Support Staff 
 

Sherri Smith (ssmith@fpc-belmont.org), Office Administrator 

Jeannie Sigmon (jsigmon@fpc-belmont.org), Financial Administrator 
Ken Dole (kdole@fpc-belmont.org), Building Superintendent 

Hannah Cash (hcash@fpc-belmont.org), Weekday School Receptionist 

Debbie King, Housekeeper 
 

www.fpc-belmont.org 
 

Belmont, North Carolina  28012     Telephone: 704-825-3357 
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& Bar-B-Q
October 29 at 5:00

BBQ, hot dogs, baked beans, slaw, potato 
chips,  and a bonfire with s’mores

Youth Silent Cake Auction

Adults & Youth can come 
in  costume -

and bring candy!

Kids come in
costume, recite a 

bible verse 
for candy


